



























































In August 1910, two
glaciologists from the National
Geographic Society studied the
sudden advances of both Miles
and Childs glaciers. A northern
lobe of Childs Glacier began
creeping toward the bridge in
June, and by August it was
moving cight feet per day. On
August 17", the 200-foot face of
the glacier was 1,624 feet away
from the bridge.

Ralph Tarr, one of the
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glaciologists, speculated on what
would happen if the glacier
continued to advance in 1911.

“It is absolutely certain that
no corps of engineers could save
the bridge and railway if the
glacier should advance that far,”
he wrote.

Childs Glacier did not engulf
the bridge, but the glacier crept
to within 1,475 feet in June
1911. Childs and Miles glaciers

Kennecott Kid Reunion

BY INGER JENSEN Riccl

It was the morning of
Monday, May 20th at 7:30 a.m.,
finally! A group of excited seniors
met, hugged, exclaimed and
laughed. This occurred at the
Millennium Hotel in Anchorage.
A lovely brealifast buffet quieted
them down for a short time.

Three vans were loaded,
luggage in a pickup, and the
caravan took off for Kennecott,
several stops being made on the
way - one of which was a stop at
Ron Simpson's bar at Copper
Genter to view the Diorama of
Kennecott, with its two trains
encircling the picnic area. Lunch
was provided by the Kennicott
Glacier Lodge. The weather was
fantastic!

Dinner awaited the hungry
travelers just after eight at the
Lodge. Those who had arrived
carlier by plane or driving in
themselves, greeted them joyfully
with more hugs. All enjoyed the
delicious dinner. It was difficult
to retire amid all the renewed
friendships and the beauty of the
area.

Tuesday, following a lovely
breakfast buffet, guests signed
up for the many activities
planned for the day. These
included flightseeing, a glacier
walk, tour of the town, hiking to

MecCarthy, or just reminiscing.
Husband Charlie took his usual
flightseeing trip and yours truly
took the usual hike to McCarthy
by the Wagon Trail Road. There
were five on the hike and the
heat overwhelmed a couple of us,
slowing us down so we arrived
just in time to view the museum
and get on the bus to shop at the
Fireweed Mountain Arts and
Crafts gift shop, about 3 miles
out of McCarthy. A picnic buffet
was served at the McCarthy
Lodge to a bunch of hungry
people,

Wednesday dawned with the
same cloudless sky and the
fantastic scenery. Pictures and
memories were shared and every-
one did their own thing, A trip to
my old home was on my agenda,
as well as viewing the new lodge
that is in the process of being
built. Following a delicious
turkey dinner with all the trim-
mings, story night was the even-
ing's entertainment at the Rick
Jurick Building just across from
the Lodge. This was enjoyed by
local residents, as the Kennecott
Kids shared their stories and told
how and when their parents had
arrived in the area,

Total attendance was about
48, but only 23 of these had been

have since retreated, sparing the
Million Dollar Bridge, which
served the railway from 1910
until 1938, when low copper
prices forced the shutdown of the
Copper River and Northwestern
Railway. The bridge survived
nature’s whims until March 27,
1964, when the Good Friday
Farthquake knocked the
northernmost span from its
concrete piling.

born in Kennecott, attended
school or worked there at various
jobs for shorter or longer
periods. Only one teacher was in
attendance, Jim Busey, the last
one before the mine closed
down, Many brought family
members to enjoy the peace and
beauty of this paradise. There
were also several Kennecott Kids
who had never been to a reunion
before and some who had not
been contacted before.

The food at the Lodge was
outstanding, as always, and the
scrvice exceptional. All those
attending appreciated all that
was done for them and'this”
wonderful time of sharing and
renewing old friendships, as well
as new ones,

Thursday morning the vans
filled with reluctant Kennecott
Kids returning to Anchorage.
They were treated to a short visit
to the new Princess Wilderness
Hotel at Copper Center. All
arrived back at the hotel in good
time. What a tremendous
reunion at one of the most
beautiful areas in Alaska. It will
be a long remembered
experience.
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Publisher goes fishing

BY RICK KENYON
4 better shut this thing
off—we're catching fish
faster than we can clean
them!” I have to admit, this was the first
time I had heard that kind of statement
while fishing. But it was true. Even with
two of us cleaning sockeye and chinook
salmon, the fish were accumulating in
the fishwheel box faster than we could
empty it. If we didn’t stop that wheel
from turning we would never reach the
bottom of the box.

It had started earlier this spring. On
a trip to Valdez, Bonnie and I stopped at
the Chitina Ranger Station to visit with
Ranger Neil. We got to talking about
salmon, and Neil showed me the list of

fishwheel operators in the Chitina area, WSEN staff photo
Several familiar names came up, and WSEN PUBLISHER RICK KENYON OPERATING A FISH
WHEEL NEAR CHITINA. LOOK CLOSELY AND YOU WILL
SEE A SALMON JUST ENTERING THE "BOX"” ON THE

NEAR SIDE OF THE WHEEL.

when we returned home [ gave one of
them a call.

“Sorry, the wheel is booked until
August.”

. h . of wheel I had ordered. “The fishwheel,” said the
“Well, if you get an opening give me a call.”

voice on the phone.

About a week later we were awakened from “QOh, right, I'll be there as soon as I can,” [
sleep at 6 am to a voice on the phone saying, “Do replied. Apparently the person who had been using

you still want that wheel?” Being 4 bit groggy, I the wheel overnight caught all they could use and
didn’t recognize the voice and wondered what kind hind piilled ot

Bonnie and 1 talked it over,
considering the nearly 3 hour drive to
Chitina over a road that had not been
graded in some time. She suggested I call
friend Don Welty and see if he would like
to go “fishing,” and I readily agreed that
was a good plan, especially since Don has
a Super Cub and an aversion to driving
the McCarthy Road, preferring to fly
whenever possible.

Don had the day off and we made
plans to meet right after a quick
breakfast. Actually there was one more
obstacle to overcome, since I had to get a
permit from the Chitina Ranger Station
which didn’t open until ten and is about
5 miles from the Ranger Station. A call to
the Chitina One Stop gas station and
grocery secured a promise from manager
Daniel Boone, Jr. to pick me up at the
airport at 9:30. In short order I had

WSEN staff photo
DoON WELTY WITH NICE KING SALMON. WE HAD TO

CLIP THE CORNER OF THE TAILS TO SHOW THESE FISH
WERE TAKEN FROM A FISHWHEEL.



permit in hand and was back at the airport where
Don was waiting near the wheel.

It was a new experience for both of us, and we
just happened to hit it at exactly the right time,
Copper River Reds and Kings were both running
strong, and were fresh, looking as though they
were still in the ocean rather than having just
come up the Copper River from Cordova. We were
getting one king for every four reds. By shortly
after noon we had all of the fish we could handle
and had to thank our host and head for home,

It didn’t take long to realize that running a
fish wheel, at least when the fish are running real
good, is a lot like shooting a moose—the real work

The Ballad of Boho

BY AIMEE SEAMAN
JunE 1, 2002, McCARTHY, ALASKA
Early in the summer of twenty-aught-two
the Bethel youth staff went camping,
Over hill, over dale, through rain and through wind

the intrepid staff went tramping.

Now, Beth, Jim and Richie are uncommonly bright,
and Jeff surely isn’t a fool,

But, on the fateful day of the Nizina bike trip,
they neglected to stow the cooler!

They pedaled off happily into the woods,
with nary a thought of provision,

And a wily old black bear came sniffing about,
his nose tuned with bearish precision.

“Aha!” thought the bear, “here’s a savory snack!”
a8 the burgeoning cooler he opened.
“There should be some hamburger here in this box,

and some sausages, too, I'm a-hopin’,”

Sausages, hamburger, hotdogs and more —
some lettuce and turkey and ham!

As he nibbled some cantaloupe he licked his chops
and thought he, “How lucky I am!”

He sat on his haunches and then licked his paw,
a singularly contented beast,

And had started to think of the upcoming course
when Beth interrupted the feast!

WRANGELL 8T, ELIAS NEWS JULY & AUGUST 2002 PAGE 23

starts after the hunt, We spent the rest of that day
vacuum-sealing the chinook salmon for the freezer,
and the entire next day putting up pint jars of
delicious sockeyes. But what rewarding work. An
entire year's fish supply laid up in just two days.
One would think we would be entirely spoiled, and
content to lay aside fishing for a while, Not really.

The next week I got a call from Don. “Want to
run over to Teabay and see if the kings are in?”

“ SUTC. "

Well, the kings were not in, but we did catch
dinner—two nice rainbow trout each. It’s a tough
job, but someone has to do it!

With shivering ankles and trembling knees
the campers confronted the bear,
But he snorted and grunted and thus signified

his intention to stay right there.

With shouts and loud noises and, finally, gunshots,
they endeavored to send him away,
But the bear just sat back in anticipation

of renewing his scrumptious buffet.

Despite the best efforts of Jim, Jeff and Richie
he lingered a night and a day.

The bear watched and waited and bided his time,
but the goodies were locked up to stay.

The campers went hiking and planned their return,
determined to even the score.
As they girded their loins and reentered the camp

they discovered the bear was no more!

Beth, Jim, Jeff, and Richie then started up thinking,
deciding he needed a name.

Jeff christened him “Bobo” and, from that time on,
they vowed he would live in fame!

Thus ends our tale, the Ballad of Bobo,
this chapter of Bethel youth lore.
May the exploits of Bobo, Beth, Jim, Jeif, and Richie

be sung of forevermore!
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Copper River Princess Grand Opening

BY BONNIE KENYON

and Chitina giving guests

everal days prior

to the Grand

Opening of the
Copper River Princess
Wilderness Lodge on
June 5, Rick and |
received a phone call
from a representative of
Princess inviting us to
attend the celebration.
Part of the welcome
package included a
night’s lodging, dinner
and breakfast the next
morning. Needless to say,
we decided to attend the
festivities and get a good look
at our new neighbor down the
road,

By the time we arrived that
Wednesday afternoon, the lodge
was quickly filling up with a
variety of locals, area business
people partnering with
Princess, media, Park Service
and Ahtna representatives, and
Princess executives. We found
our room simply elegant with
touches of Alaskan decor that
made me feel right at home. 1
was impressed.

Dinner wasn’t until 6:45 pm
so Rick and I walked around the
grounds, inspected the awesome
views of the Wrangell-St. Elias
mountain range as well as the
confluence of the Copper and
Klutina Rivers. Breathtaking!

We decided to take a closer
look at the inside of the lodge
and hoped to find at least one
familiar face in the crowd. That
was accomplished when we
discovered Ed and Suzanne
Wilson at their Backcountry
Connection booth. They are
handling the Historic Copper
Valley Sightseeing Tour which
makes stops in Copper Center

WHEN stalf photo

ED AND SUZANNE WILSON—
BA_SKCOUNTRY CONNECTION

KATHY MACKAY—COPPER OAR

WEEHN stall photo
DAVE AND CARLA PARMENTER—
COPPER VALLEY AIR SERVICE,

WHEN stafl pheto

WHEN staff pheta

glimpses into the history
of the Valley — mining,
subsistence hunting and
fishing — and takes in,
first-hand, the lifestyle of
how Alaskans live today.
Suzanne, who is doing
most of these tours
herself, encourages
everyone to take their
cameras so they can
capture this scenic and
picturesque journey. The
local people here in
McCarthy know
Backcountry for their scheduled
van service to our neck of the
woods,

In the booth next to
Backcountry was a well-known
business name but a new face.
Copper Oar, who has an office
here in McCarthy, was
represented by Kathy Mackay.
(The first clue we had that
Copper Oar was on the scene
was the impressive canoe that
was sitting out front of the
lodge.) After making our
acquaintance with Kathy, she
described the Wrangell Lakes
Canoeing excursion that they
were doing with the Princess
guests, It is a half-day guided
tour that explores Willow or
Pippen Lake by canoe.
Interesting and unique natural
history is also provided with
great opportunities to view
wildlife.

We met Dave and Carla
Parmenter of Copper Valley Air
Service, based at Gulkana
Airport, who are offering a one
hour and a three hour flightsee
of the Wrangell-St. Elias
National Park, including views
of Mt, Drum, Mt. Wrangell and
Mt. Sanford, They also fly over



the Nadina and Sanford Glaciers where it is likely
their passengers will spot sheep, caribou and
grizzly bear,

Among the several new acquaintances we
made, was Doug Vollman, Staff Writer for the
Copper Valley Weekly. Rick and I are avid readers
of the newspaper and had a great time comparing
notes and the challenges of keeping deadlines!

As Rick and [ made our way to the Two Rivers
Restaurant dining room, we were pleasantly
surprised to see Carol and Sy Neeley of Glennallen
heading in the same direction. Carol owns and
operates Carol’s Bed and Breakfast and Sy, Copper
Basin Sanitation, which makes several annual trips
in and out of McCarthy. We enjoyed spending the
rest of the evening visiting and enjoying the
entertainment that followed a delicious buffet. It
was hard to choose between reindeer, buffalo,
shrimp, and several other dishes that rarely find
their way to our McCarthy homestead dining table!

The president of Princess Tours, Charles Ball,
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was on hand for the ribbon cutting ceremony as
well as Gary Candeleria, superintendent of the
Wrangell-St, Elias National Park and Preserve, The
Ahtna Dancers performed and musician Earl
Hughes from the El Dorado gold mine in Fairbanks
played a variety of stringed instruments.

After visiting the gift shop, sampling the
chocolate-covered strawberries, a cup of coffec,
Rick and I decided it was time to call it a day and a
long one it had been for this McCarthy couple! The
king-sized bed was calling and, in spite of the fact
we regretted seeing the day end, we headed for our
room,

The next morning we thoroughly enjoyed the
buffet hreakfast and on our way out of the dining
room, Rick made sure Jim Bankson, General
Manager, had a sample copy of the recent WSEN
which led to us leaving a batch in the gift shop.

It appeared all 85 rooms in the lodge were
filled for the event. The service was excellent and
we counted it an honor to have been invited.

"History fails to record a single precedent in which nations subject to moral decay have
not passed into political and economic decline. There has been either a spiritual
awakening to overcome the moral lapse, or a progressive deterioration leading to.
ultimate national disaster." --General Douglas MacArthur

YARD SALE

JUST PAST M.P. 50, CHITINA-MCCARTHY RD (SIGN UP)

3 Phase Detroit 20KW Generator w/250 gal. oil tank—3$3750
All steel lowboy, dual axle—S550
458 Bolt Action Rifle, w/shells — $900
45-70 Bolt Action Rifle, w/shells, custom — $1150
12 Ga. Pump Shotgun w/shells — $500
Satellite dish, aluminum ladders, vises, car frailers, sleds,
skis, rubber boats, aluminum boat, oil heaters, chain saw,
capbinets, pickup box, wagon fires, grill, water pump,
suifcases and hand tools. Much more from 25 cents and up.
Make offer
J.D. 450 Caft, Ford 1/3 yard loader
'76 Chevy Flat Bed Dump Truck
400 gallon Tank of Diesel Fuel
Open July 2—August 2
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Memorial for Chris Richards well aftende

n Saturday, June 15th,

approximately 100 friends,

family and area residents spent
the afternoon at Chris’ property in
downtown Kennicott to share memories,
stories and photographs. A traditional
Kennicott potluck dinner followed.

Duston (Chris’ brother) and Ann
Richards of Berkeley, CA.and Judy
Richards (Chris’ mom) from Marina Del
Rey, CA. hosted the Memorial service.
Other family members in attendance
were: Mr. and Mrs. Ray Richards (Chris’
father) of Toledo, OH along with Mrs.
Richards’ son and grandson, and Mrs.
and Mrs. Mark Richards (Chris’ brother)
from Sacramento, CA.

WSEN staff photo
ANN, DUSTIN AND JUDY RICHARDS




ROWCON SERVICES Keith Rowland, Owner

GENERAL CONTRACTOR Lifetime Alaskan
McCarthy, Alaska 554-4498

Excavation & Gravel Products
DEC-approved septics

through the wood.s, Os
-freighting We will go.

Lowboy & Heavy Freight Service QROW(:ON
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McCarthy Lodge Ma Johnson’s Hotel
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Explore the pOSSlbllltleS at www. mccarthylodge com
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with olopover in Gulbana!

Now you can leave Anchorage at 8:30 on ? Gulkana/McC arthy  $80 N\
Wednesday or Friday morning and arrive in Gulkana McCarthv/Gulka 8

at 9:45, McCarthy at 11:00. Or, you can leave rthy/Gulkana  $80
McCarthy at 11:15 and be back in Anchorage by Gulkana/May Creek ~ $65
2:00pm the same day! (Leaves Gulkana at 12:45) May Creek/Gulkana  $65
This service is year around. Anchorage/Gulkana $160

Space avallable only
i Baggage allowance 40 bs.
2 _ (charge for excess baggage)

e \_ taxincluded Y,

. : o !‘ ’
RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEPARTURES, ARRIVALS, CONNECTIONS. 4 @“’
Ellis Air will not be responsible for damages resulling from the failure of » %
&

flights to depart or arrive at times stated in this timetable, nor for errors

L) Gulkana/Anchorage  $160
ﬁ http:www.ellisair.com

herein, nor for failure to make connections to other airlines or of this

company. Schedules are subject to change without notice, Schedules Ph()lle 822-3368
shawn are based on expected flying times. Because weather and other

factors may affect operating conditions, departures and arrivals cannot be 800'478"33 68

guaranteed. Gulkana Airfield Box 106, Glennallen, AK 99588

Everyday
|| we handle BusH ORDERS LOW PRICED [TEMS:
with SPECIAL CARE! Drive a little & SAVE $SSS
PO Box E N
% Copper Center, AK 99573 P
for the Weekly
IN-STORE SPECIALS
We fake VISA
Master Charge S i
Alaska Option
FAX 822-3443 o e

Downfown Copper Cenfer 822-3266
Store Hours 9 am fo 7 pm, Monday - Safurday




Chevron

= Service Oil & Gas

RESIDENTIAL ® COMMERCIAL

2 . Service sometimes
® Heating oil means going more than
® Gasoline and Diesel Fuel _ the extra mile.

We appreciate all our
@® AvGas and Jet Fuel BUSH CUSTOMERS"

® Chevron Lube Oils and Greases |

® Fuel Tanks and Accessories
For the First Name In Service, Call

SERVICE OIL & GAS
Chevron PHONE:822-3375 .
Chevron s T8, 5 ey ey

Glennallen, AK 99588

Getting tired?
Stop at the Caribou Hotel!
The coffee pot's always on!

Warm atmosphere — Hot Tubs — Satellite TV
Full Menu Restaurant

Mile 187 Glenn Hwy 822-3302 Glennallen, AK




e

r o \ ﬂ
Spruce Hen Enterprises Valdez
?
Reupholstery Really
Fabrics “The Dirt Merchant”
Wicker and caning |1 mroker oo Bo Eonbee 2T
(907)835-2408 VALDEZ, AK 99686
Mile 5.75 Edgerton, HC 60 Box 227E i fax (907)835-5462 vidzrity@alaska.net
Chok River Tracts, Mi. 27 McCarthy Hwy.
B

Kenny Lake Mercantile

RV Park—Water & Sewer Dump for Campers—Hotel
Laundry and Showers — Cafe

propane-Hardware-Gos-Groceny-Auto Parts-Feed

Phone 207-822-3313 Mile 7.5 Edgerfon Hwy. May 31-Sept, 30 Hours 9-9 7 days a week

HOMESTEAD SUPPLY |

Lumber, building materials and hardware delivered
to the McCarthy area at Anchorage prices!

Give us a call or come in and browse
our new ACE Hardware store.
NEW! Greenhouse and polting supplies! L

1-800-478-3987 |
or . :
FAX 822-5209 AN g PN

Mile 115.5 Richardson Highway (Box 49) Glennallen
R — e o |




SECURITYZg AVIATION

Direct Air Service to/from
Anchorage, McCarthy/Kennicott

For your Added Safety —
All Twin Engine Aircraft

3600 W. International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99515

(907) 248-2677

Serving Alaska, Canada, & Lower 48

* CONQUEST * NAV,
cESSNACITATION A0 CESSNg 3,

KENNICOTT RIVER Lodge and Hostel

Welcomes You to
Comfortable Accomodations with
Glacrer and Mountain Views

$25 per person. Walk-ins always welcome.
Private cabins with Queen Size beds now available.

Accommodations include:
% Bunk or bed with mattress
«# Use of commons area
% Use of cooking area with gas grill
% Use of cooking pots and pans
You will need to bring:
% Sleeping bag or blankets
% Food-dry or canned (non-
perishable)
% And a Frontier Spirit!

htep://www.ptialaska.net/~grosswlr
Kennicott River Lodge and Hostel
PO Box 83225, Fairbanks, Alaska 99708
(907)479-6822 Winter (907)554-4441 Summer

Lodge Location: End of McCarthy Road,
600" before McCarthy, Alaska / Footbridge
Turn left by sign, head toward the Kennicott Glacier

//

n COPPer Cellular
m - \/@EEY welcomes
| | visitors to the

\\
Copper Valley

\S

McCarthy-Kennicott area.

We're proud to serve your
communication needs in this remote

& spectacular corner of the world.

Copper Valley Cellular—from the
wilderness to the world!

1-800-235-5414

)
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Cooking with Judy

By Jupy FULTON

am the Collections

Manager at the Cordova

Historical Museum where
we subscribe to WSEN. Each
issue we receive, 1 bring home
and share with my husband AL
We enjoy reading it, and often
discuss articles afterwards.

In 1983, my good friend,
Judy Collins, invited my two
children and I to spend the
summer at Long Lake. The
Collins’ guest quarters was a
little log cabin near the banks of
the Lakina River.

My hushand worked long
hours at the cannery in Cordova,
and flew his Super Cub up to
spend the weekends with us. We
took a dozen chickens, and
planted a little garden. I have
many fond memories of that
particular summer. My son
Russel learned to ride a bicycle
at Long Lake. My daughter
Nicole celebrated her birthday at
Long Lake. We had many
outdoor cookouts at the lake,
and made friends with Harley and
Jo King.

One particular memory that I
have is when Judy's daughter,
Karen, and my daughter named
all the chickens, and painted
their toe nails with different
color polish so they could
remember who was who.

I now have Long Lake
rhubarb growing in my yard here
in Cordova. Each spring when it
comes up, it brings back Long
Lake memories. [ would like to
share some rhubarb recipes with
you. The first one is a recipe that
Judy shared with me many, many

years ago, Because rhubarb was
so accessible that summer,
everyone who celebrated a Long
Lake Birthday had a Rhubarb
Birthday Cake.

(In memory of Judy Collins)

Rhubarb Cake

1 % cups brown sugar
Y cup shortening
1egg
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup sour milk
1 cup chopped nuts
1 teaspoon vanilla
14 teaspoon salt
2 cups flour
1 % cups chopped rhubarb
Topping:
Y4 cup sugar
34 cup chopped nuts
1 teaspoon cinnamon

Cream sugar and shortening;
add egg. Combine baking soda,
and sour milk, add to creamed
mixture, Add remaining
ingredients, Pour into 13" x 9"
pan, and sprinkle with topping.
Bake @ 350 degrees for 35 - 40
minutes.

My husband Al's favorite
Rhubarb Pie

Beat 3 eggs.

Into beaten eggs add:

2 cups sugar

174 cup flour

3/4 teaspoon nutmeg

Then add 4 cups cut up rhubarb.

Pie Crust

2 cups flour

2/3 cup shortening

6 - 7 Tablespoons cold orange
juice (can use cold
water)

Bake at 375 degrees
approximately 45 minutes.

(My Favorite - in fact, I just
took a batch out of the oven
before sitting down at the
computer!)

Rhubarb Muffins

2 cups finely chopped rhubarb
3/4 cup loosely- packed brown
sugar, divided
1 teaspoon grated orange peel
(fresh is best)

2 Y% cups flour

1 % teaspoons baking powder

2 eggs, beaten

374 cup low-fat sour milk

3 Tablespoon oil (or melted
butter)

1 teaspoon baking soda

4 cup chopped nuts (optional)

Combine rhubarb and orange
peel with 1/4 cup of the sugar
and let sit while mixing rest of
batch.

Blend ¥ cup sugar, baking
powder and soda with the flour.
Combine beaten eggs, sour milk
and oil. Add all at once to the
"well" in dry ingredients, stir
until moistened. Very carefully
fold in sugared rhubarb and nuts.
Fill paper-lined or greased muffin
cups 2/3 full, Bake at 375 degrees
for 20 - 25 minutes.

In closing, I wanted to say
that my son Russel enjoyed his
summer at Long Lake so much,
that when it was time to come
home to Cordova, he ran into the
woods and hid himself. It was a
paradise for a little boy, and he
still talks about it to this day.

“I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather strength from
distress and grow brave by reflection. It is the business of little minds to
shrink; but he whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves his conduct,
will pursue his principles unto death.”"—Thomas Paine



BY GEORGE CEBULA
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A LOOK AT THE WEATHER

MecQarthy started the month

s in the past, April saw
{ s the end of a long winter with 27 inches of snow on the

d the last of the
snow, April 2002 was the third
coldest on record. The high
temperature for the month was
61 on the 29" and 30" (52 on
Apr. 23, ‘01 and 56 on Apr. 27,
‘00). The low was -17 on the 1st
(0 on Apr. 2, ‘01 and 8 on Apr.
10, ‘00). The average
temperature for April was 24.9,

compared to 34.4 in ‘01 and 34.6 arrived rather suddenly. The high

in ‘00. The lowest average
temperatures for April were 22.4
in 1972 and 24.7 in 1986.

Silver Lake had a high of 60
onthe 29* (53 on Apr. 27, ‘01
and 55 on Apr. 28, ‘00) and a
low of -18 on the 1* (13 an Apr 1,
‘01 and 10 on Apr. 10, ‘00). The
April average temperature at
Silver Lake was 22.8 (33.9 in ‘01
and 34.3 in ‘00).

The precipitation for April
was below average with 0.39
inches of liquid (0.07 in ‘01 and
(.56 in ‘00). Snow was observed
on 7 days with a total of 7.1
inches, this compares with 1.2
inches of snow in ‘01. Silver Lake
had only a trace of liquid (trace
in ‘0l and 0.20 in ‘00) and a
trace aof snow.

The total snowfall for ‘01-°02
was 74.2 inches (85.2 in ‘00~ 01,
65.8 in ‘99-00 and 38.9 in ‘98-
99), Silver Lake’s snowfall for
‘01-02 was 57.5 inches.

ground and ended April with 9
inches, McCarthy was clear of

snow by May 10", Silver Lake had

32 inches of snow on the ground

as April arrived and was reduced

to trace by the end of April.
The temperature stayed
rather cool the first 10 days of
May with highs in the 50's and
lows in the 20's. Then summer

temperature for May was 80 on
the 25" (68 on May 28, ‘01 and
67 on May 30, ‘00). The low
temperature was 15 on the 5
(18 on May 18, ‘01 and 20 on
May 11, ‘00). The May average
temperature was 45.9, this
compares with 41.8 in ‘01 and
42.7 in ‘00. There were 10 days
with a high of 70 or above, Silver
Lake had a high of 80 on the 26™
(68 on May 29, ‘01 and 65 on
May 29, ‘00), a low of 14 on the
5" (18 on May 5, ‘01 and 24 on
May 8, “00) and an average
temperature of 45.0 (42.0 in ‘01
and 43.3 in ‘00).

The May precipitation at
MeCarthy was about normal with
1.79 inches of liquid. This

" compares with 2,13 inches in ‘01
and 0.34 inches in ‘00. A trace of

snow was recorded on the 1st.
Silver Lake recorded 0,96 inches
of liquid (0.52 inches in ‘01 and
0.91 inches in ‘00). A trace of

snow was observed at Silver
Lake on the 1. May 3™ saw the
ice on the West Fork of the
Kennicott River begin to break
apart and water was moving over
the top. The river was clear of
moving ice by May 15™ and all
the shore ice was gone by the
17", The ice on Silver Lake was
too soft for travel in late April and
it was completely gone the
morning of May 21* (May
15,°01).

The first part of June was
warm and wet with highs in the
70's. The lows were in the mid
30's to low 40's. Summer should
be in full swing by late June.
June and July are the warmest
months with the highs usually in
the low 80's. The temperature
begins to cool in August with
highs only getting into the low
70's. The all-time high recorded
at McCarthy was 87 on June 21,
1991. Freezing temperatures
should be back by the end of
August, although they can be
observed at any time, Average
monthly rainfall is about 2 inches
(June-August). Hidden Lake
should empty sometime in July,
with a rapid rise of the water
level in the Kennicott River and
some possible flooding. The first
snow usually arrives sometime in
late September.

ENJOY THE SUMMER
WHATEVER THE WEATHER!

“Most Americans are so steeped in egalitarian thinking that they like to delude themselves that
they share in running the country. We ordinary folks, in fact, don’t run the country and have a
slim-to-none chance of even influencing its direction. ...So the individuals who occupy these 7,000
positions of power are the elite who run the country. Therefore, it is the character of these members of
the elite that will determine the character of the country. What you sec in government policies, in
cultural products and in education policies are the direct result of the decisions made by this relatively
small elite, ...Our problem is that most of our elite have become corrupted. Many are nihilistic and
hedonistic. The leadership of a country always leads the masses, and they can lead them to high ground
or into the swamps. And there’s not much I can see that ordinary people can do about it,"—Charley

Reese



PAGE 34 WRANGELL ST. ELIAS NEWS JULY & AUGUST 2002

FOR YOUR CONSID

Preferred affernative nof preferred

his past month the
’rDepartment of
Transportation and

Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
issued their “preferred alterna-
tive” for the Kennicott River
Wayside project after several
years of the “public process.”
One can only wonder why the
public has been subjected to
endless meetings and pleas for
input, since nearly all of the
public comments have been
pretty much ignored in this final
proposal.

Take, for instance, the
“Issues and Options” question-
naire sent out last year, Over
130 people responded to this
appeal for ideas. The largest
number agreeing on any one
option, 48, opined “make the
bridge a vehicle bridge, with
parking on the east side.” The
second most popular theme was
for the state to purchase the
existing parking lot, with 41
respondents. Only one person
was in favor of building a
parking lot in the right-of-way, vet
this is the state’s preferred
alternative,

A public meeting in
Anchorage last September
showed little support for the
project, and plenty of
opposition. By far the most
popular theme was to use any
available monies to upgrade the
road rather than for additional
parking facilities at the
Kennicott River. Mectings in
McCarthy last November and
again this past week showed
strong opposition to the project
and little support. Typical was
this comment documented in
the DOT&PE May 2002 news-
letter: “Everyone in attendance
is against condemnation of

* property and it wouldn’t pass in

court, as there is already an
existing alternative, which is the
current parking facilities.” (It is
almost certain that the state
does not have sufficient land
ownership of the right-of-way to
build the proposed facilities, and
will eventually have to embark
upon condemnation proceedings
to complete the project.) And
this one: “DOT&PF should not
be competing against private
enterprise that is already
providing parking facilities.”

The Wayside project was
nominated a number of years
ago by the National Park Service
(NPS) and the McCarthy Area
Council (MAC). There was some
need for additional facilities at
that time. Remember, this was
before the NPS began providing
free day parking near their
kiosk, and before Glacier View
Campground opened their free
or minimal charge parking area.
Perhaps just as importantly,
before the owner of the parking
lot at the river took over
management and started clean-
ing up the area. Now NPS says
they still want some additional
amenities, but even they are not
happy with the preferred
alternative, particularly the
daytime restriction on parking.
Most of the support from MAC
seems to have evaporated also,
with the announcement that the
new parking lot would provide
short-term parking only.

NPS was chastised several -
years ago for competing with
local businesses when it opened
its free campground across the
road from Glacier View Camp-
ground. Senator Murkowski sent
an aide to investigate, and a
short time later NPS announced

LRATION

that camping would not be
allowed during the months that
the local campgrounds were
open. (Why they built the
campground in the first place is
a mystery, since the NPS
management plan calls
specifically for private enterprise
to handle camping and parking
needs west of the Kennicott
River.) Now, the logic coming
from NPS and DOT&PF both is,
“yes, things are working pretty
well now, but what if the current
businesses stop providing their
services.” In other words, we
need to drive them out of
business because otherwise they
might someday decide to go out
of business?

In light of all of this, why is
the DOT&PF determined to
forge ahead and spend a half-
million dollars on something
almost no one wants? Especially
after they have spent a hundred
thousand or so on meetings and
correspondence to learn that
almost no one wants it?
Obviously someone must want it!
We can only speculate that pres-
sure is being put on the planners
in Fairbanks from the governor's
office, or perhaps from the
planning bosses in Juneau,
Efforts to redirect the focus to a
Wayside midway between Chitina
and McCarthy, where it clearly is
needed, (and well documented in
the recent McCarthy Road
Scenic Corridor Plan), have been
rigorously opposed. Likewise the
considerable public support for
upgrading the bridge to vehicu-
lar traffic has been ignored.

Which brings us full-circle.
The current debate over parking
would never have occurred had
the state built the right bridge
in the first place. After all, in



1979 the Alaska public had
overwhelmingly voted to fund a
vehicle bridge across the Kenni-
cott River—which would have
allowed for parking on public
lands on the east side of the
river, and eliminated all the
heartache over trespass and
illegal bridges and fords—but
the state transferred the money
to a different project, (an action

LETT

May 23, 2002
Tunkhannock, PA

Hi WSEN,
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which the Department of Law
found to be unethical if not

actually eriminal). The DOT&PE

ignored the public process and
did what they wanted to do.
Lately they have been telling us
that they had to make the
current bridge off limits to
vehicular traffic because of the
results of the public process.

They say they cannot change the
status or design because of the
results of the public process. Yet
when asked about the results of
the public process in the case of
the Wayside project, they tell us,
“It is not a vote.”

I am reminded of that grand
old Italian word—Baloney, with
a capital B,

LDITOR

I'm writing from a “chilly” (record low temperatures 4 days in a row) Pennsylvania. I had a good
laugh when I sat here looking at the frosty rooftops and heard on the weather channel that AK was
enjoying 75 degree plus in some areas.

Please make the change in my address, we'd hate to miss any news. We especially enjoy your Items
of Interest and were saddened to hear about the passing of Chris Richards.

Sincerely,
Connie Lanning

e us on the WEB at- http' /mccarth'

f-ken ‘cett com/\ SDNBB htm
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New Color Photograph Release by Todd Salat Shots
Call Toll-free 1-877-277-4711 for prices & ordering
or visit me online @: www.salatshots.com




