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BY BONNIE KENYON 

G
reetings from sunny, 
wann McCarthy! I 
am pleased to 

announce that summer is finally 
here in the northland. Our 
garden is beginning to show 
signs of life and, althou~h the 
tomatoes in the greenhouse arc 
still grcent they arc promising 
us a good harvest. 

It occurs to me that it was 
only sbf years. ago that Rick and 
I published our 

equipment that makes the job 
of publishing in a log cabin 
much more pleasant! Since the 
May/ June issuct we have given 
the latest addition (a Sprint 
Bookletmaker) a good test and 
are pleased to report that it is 
saving us a lot of time and 
effort. All that extra time can be 
spent with people such as Sissy 
and Ted Kluh from Olympia, 
Wash. and Otto and Wilma Seiz 
.from Switzerland who came a 

long way to sec 
our area. 

Wilma paid Rick and I a visit the 
other day. It was so nice to have 
a leisurely lunch with them. The 
Sciz's were in our area this time 
last year as well. We hope they 
continue these yearly visits! By 
the way, Otto and Wilma, your 
postcard arrived after you left 
our cabin!! 

Correction: In the 
May/June Items of Interest 
(page 5) I mistakenly described 
Fred and An:il.Dure's truck 
shipment as consisting of "bales 
and bales.of hay." Fred has since 
advised me that, "Hay·is for 
horse~; straw·Js for structures." 
My item~ of interest should have 
read, ''bales and bales of straw." 
I stand corrected, Fred! 

first issue of 
Wrangell St. 
Elias News in 
July of 1992. It 
contained a 
mere 14 pages 
and was stapled 
together in the 
left-hand 
corner. What a SISSY Be TED Kl.uH 

Sissy and Ted 
were here to 
attend the 
Kennecott Kids 
Reunion. Rick and 
1 were so pleased 
to meet Sissy's 
husband Ted this· 
tinic and have a 

Wrangell St. Elias News 
welcomes abuard the following 
subscribers: COpper Valley 
.Electric Association, AK; Oscar 
Watsjold, AK; John Williams, 
AK; Rusty Imlaoh, AKr:Weston 
Smith, AK; The Barber Shop, 
AK; Janelle Eklund, AK; Irma 
Haaland, CA; Todd Henry, AK; 
Ashburn & Mason, AK; Cam 
Worrall, AK; Cynthia McCann, 
AK; Susan &Robin Nielson, MO; 
Wayne & Diann Smith, WA. 

challenge it 
was to put that initial ·issue 
together! 

Today-June 29-we are 
applying the final touches on 
the July/ August '98 WSEN and I 
notice this particular issue is 40 
p~ges. I still find each issue 
contains its own special 
challenges, but i admit, it is 
much easier ·wan the first 
WSEN! (Perhaps we are getting 
less intimidated with those 
ohallcngcs!) I must take this 
opportunity to give credit 
where credit is due. Since 
those early days, friends such 
as George Cebula, Carty 
Kritchcn, Dee Frady and Ron 
Simpson have come aboard as 
regular contributors and -that 
makes things much easier for 
Rick and I-ni)t to mention the 
enjoyment our readers get 
from hearing from .them. 

We have gradually add~d 

nice, long visit 
with them both. If you haven't 
read Sissy's book Born in 
Kennecott, please be sure to 
find her ad in this Issue, and 
order a copy for your library. 

Otto, whoac father Joseph 
Otto Sciz worked at Kermtcott 
in the early 1930's, and his wife 
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BY BONNIE KENYON 

Doyne, Kay, AnnaJisa, 
Beth, Holly, Kristi, and 
Rebecca Houghton: It's a sure 
sign that summer is here when 
we sec the Houghton family 
arrive in .McCarthy. All seven of 
the Houghtons (I forgot to 
induuc Sullivan, the family's 
Irish Setter, making them eight 
altogether!) look forward to 
opening up their cabin for their 
summer weekend trips to our 
area. 

This summer 18 year old 
Holly arrived in style! She was 
driving her own 1988 Jeep 
\Vranglcr-with 2 Smitty BuUt 
bumpers-which she earned chc 
money for herself. She hrought 
it by so Rick and I could get a 
good look at it and it certainly 
is worth Holly's persevcrcnce. 
Holly's 
sisters ctrc 
proud to 

ride with 
her and, of 
course, 
Sullivan 
loves riding 
in the back! 

Noticing how much the 
Houghtons arc enjoying their 
two 4-whcclcrs, Kenny clued 
them in on several of his 
favorite trails and shortcuts. 

Emily .Morrison: Another 
summer regular to McCarthy 
now is Emily, who purchased 
property ncar Rick and I on the 
west side. Emily brought her 

He stopped by our 
place the other day to pass 
on an item of interest and 
a warning. \Vhilc at his 
cahin on S\\ift Creek hill, 
he saw a cow moose and 
her two calves being 
chased by a grizzly bear. 
According to Kenny, a 
short time later a cow 
moose showed up at the 
Edwards' Beaver Creek 
cabin where Mike (Jim and 
Audrey's new caretaker), is 
staying. Harm and Birte 
were \isiting Mike at the 
time and claim they all 

Wfoit-:~ staff photo 

EMILY AND CONSTANCE ENJOY 
VISITING IN MCCARTHY. 

heard quite a commotion in the 
woods hut 
didn't 
know what 
it was. 
About an 
hour later, 
a lone cow 

1nom, Reverend Constance 
.Morrison from Pittsfield, Mass., 
to McCarthy for a visit and I was 
pleased to meet her. Emily 
says, "She is such a trooper!" It 
seems Constance bravely 
managed Mark Vail's trail while 
listening to Mark's adventure
packed bear stories! 

Congra
tuhttions, 
Holly, and 
"welcome 
hack., to the 

\\'SE~ litafi plmto 

HOLLY ENJOYS THE FRUITS OF HER 

moose 
showed up 
again ncar 
Kenny's 
cabin. He 
says he's 
not 

This summer Emily is 
working at the Kcnnicott River 
Lodge and Hostel, and gave 
Rich:. and I a tour recently 
through the facilities. We were 
pleased to sec the progress and 
can appreciate all the work that 
owner Brad Grosswciler has 
done. Have a great summer 
season, Emily! 

entire 
Houghton 
family! 

LABOR. 

Kenny Smith: Kenny is also 
bnck in the neighborhood after 
spending a busy winter in and 
out of Anchorage visiting his 
gnmdchildrcn. Rick and I arc 
always glad to sec Kenny. \\'ben 
he'-s at his cabin here in 
.McCarthy. his favorite pastime 
just mi~ht be cruisin~ the 
nch!,hhorhood on his 4-whcclcr. 

positive it's 
the same 

cow as he saw earlier hut it 
could have been. \\:batevcr the 
case may he, it's always good to 
be forewarned of a grizzly in the 
area! 

Quite a number of \\'SEN 
subscribers who read Kenny's 
article, AJerlc "~\lu.dJwlc" Smith
n1y da(l, in the .May/.Junc issue 
arc hopin~ he will do more 
reminiscing t'or us. \\'e do too! 

Terry and Dec Frady: Last 
Sunday aftcrn.oon, \Vcndy 
Cobbett, Julie Hardy (friends 
and seasonal workers for 
Kcnnicott Glacier Lodge) 
invitcJ me to "go shopping·· 
with them. My first response was 
"\\'11crc?H "To \Villow Hcrh 
Mountain Depot, of course,·· was 



their reply. 
As most of you already 

lu1ow, the Depot is a local gift 
shop owned ami operated hy the 
Fnuh·s. I didn't even hesitate in 

· · · h h t ''y •s1 11 gn·1ng t em a car y e . 

\Vhen we arrived at the 
store, Terry was husy cutting up 
a spruce tree that had just 
succumbed to recent winds in 
our area. \Vc inspected the 
beginnings of what will be a 
new addition to the shop. 
Several rounds of logs arc in 
place to date and it is expected 
to be in usc next summer 
season, says Terry. 

Dec was mindin~ the store 
so I enjoyed a "catching-up 
session 11 with her while the girls 
and I inspected every nook and 
cranny of the Frady's unique 
Alask~n inventory. Of course, 
we came hack ·with an armload 
of gifts for friends, family and 
ourselves! 

~eil O'Donnell: Neil was 
out this way "isiting recently. 
\Vifc Margaret and daughter 
Ca thcrinc stayed behind in 
Anchorage, but we did ~ct to 
sec Neil. He is about to embark 
on a cabin-building project, he 
tells us, but first things first. 
This particular trip's mission 
was reassemble and find a good 
location for his outhouse, which 
he hsd built and then disassem
bled at his home in Anchorage. 

Riclt and I drove down to 
the O'Donnell homestead 
yesterday to sec how things 
were shaping up. \Veil, I must 
say, that if his cabin turns out 
as nice as his outhouse did, it 
will he a fine addition to the 
local neighborhood! 

John Adams: I am pleased 
to report that John is joining 
the ranlts of the "hi~h-tcch" 
residents of McCarthy. No, not 
as,. computer operator, hut as a 
new owner of a cell phone. 

Actually, he says it's all son 
Adam's fault. Usually AdHm 
comes out to give his dad a 
hand in the summer \\ith his 
local bed and breakfast, which 
gives John a chance to attend to 
other projects outside his 

uould do the joh! 

Rick and I have H mw.:h 
larger dish \\ith an excellent 
southern exposure. George lives 
next door so he and Rick 
mounted his dish on a spruce 
pole and brought it over here 

WSV.S &lllff photo 

home-hascd business. 
But Adam is bu~·y in to\\n 
lcarnin~ the trade of 
commercial painting and 
putting in long hours. 
Without Adam, welL let's 
just say, John is tied up 
and had to succumb 
(John used the word 
"stoop") to hiring on the 
help of a second-rate 
assistant - a cell phone 
with call forwarding. So, 
this is fair warning, if you 
need a room for the 
night and you call 
McCarthy Trail Rides B & 
Band get John, you just 
mi~ht find that John is 
answering you from a 
nearby glacier. 

GEORGE TESTS SIGNAL STRENGTH 
FROM KENYON PORCH. 

Kim Northrup & Jim and 
Peggy Guntis: I've had several 
people ask me when Kim and 
folks arc arriving. I really don't 
like having to report that Kim is 
not coming up this summer. 
She has a good job in California 
and has decided to stay with it 
awhile longer. However, Jim and 
Pc~gy arc expected to leave 
Phoenix on or around July 6 to 
head this way. Kim says she will 
miss seeing all her McCarthy 
friends but her thoughts arc 
with us all. 

George Cebula: \Vhen Jim 
and Peggy arrive in the 
neighborhood, they wiJJ drive 
right by a new addition on the 
Cebula homestead -a 4' 
satellite dish. George didn't 
have trouble puttin~ it together, 
but gcttin~ it tuned in was 
another matter altogether. 
Frankh', I was beginning to 
wondc~ if something that small 

for testing purposes. After much 
patience (we almost lost it a few 
times ... ), a good signal was 
forthcoming. Needless to say, 
George was elated. 

The fellows transferred the 
dish to a metal pipe and 
attached it to George's garage. 
Tuning began again and more 
patience was required. I was 
back at home by this time, hut 
before too long I heard a good 
deal of shouting from their 
direction. Not wanting to even 
consider they might have 
dropped the dish, I quickly 
made my way next door to 
check on the commotion. I am 
thrilled to announce the 
shouting was due to victorious 
results in their tuning efforts. 

It didn't take Jong for the 
word to get out that Gcor~e's 
dish was up and running. A 
couple nights later several 
neighbors showed up at 



Gt!orgc 's door all ready to watch 
a live hHslwthall game!!! 

Jim, Jeannie, .Matt and 
Aaron Miller: After cl couple of 
failed attempts to find Jeannie 
at home, I managed w catch 
her in-between tossing her 
delicious Tailor ~fade Pizzas. 
Fntnl\ly, I felt rather foolish 
askin.l:! her what she was up to 
these days, knowing full well she 
is one husy lady this summer. 
Jim, who is working on the 
North Slope, isn't home full
time so Jcannic is on her own as 
far as the family business is 
conccrned. However, sister Sam 
and husband Craig and their 
daughter, :"-latalic, from Palmer 
showed up on Memorial Day 
weekend to help Jeannie open 
up so she was in good hands! 

The ~Hllcr farm animals arc 
doing well, says Jeannie, with J 
baby pigs rcucntly joining the 
flocl( of chickens and 5 turkeys. 
Most of the chicl(cns arc locked 
up, hut the hens with haby 
chicks arc allowed to run free 
this yeHr. (That ought to make 
the tourists and van drivers 
happy!) 

Katy Steger: l{aty, who is 
Aaron Miller's tutor, dropped by 
last night. She is uonsidcring 
becoming a west side land-
0\\ncr. so with plat in hand Katy 
was checking out our local 
neighborhood. \\'hilc taking a 
look nt a nearby lot. she and her 
do~ had quite a sl!arc! Evidently, 
they came upon a hear who 
didn't act happy to sec them. 
Even though Katy didn't sec the 
hear, she says he made plenty of 
noise and came in her direction. 
Nc'-!dless to say Katy and her 
faithful companion left the 
scene much faster thnn they had 
arrived! · 

I>cnisc .Jantz: Summ'-!r 
resilient and now sole owner of 
Romlsidc Powtohcml is hacl\ in 
town and already busy at worlt 

feeJing the hungry souls who 
venture down the infamous 
McCarthy Road. Long-time 
friend, I\athlecn (her prc\ious 
partner at the Potatohead) is 
presently \\'orking on earning 
her teacher's degree so we 
won't he seeing much of her. 
However, Denise has called in 
the help of Diane ~lilliardl 
curator of our local museum. to 
give her a hand on Diane's Jay 
off. Denise tells me her foll(s 
arc due to arrive later on this 
summer. Th:tt is al·ways a treat! 

Nancy Cook/Kris Rueter: 
Nancy and l(ris arc sharing the 
position as McCarthy/ 
Kcnnicott 's local ranger for the 
\Vrangcll-St. Elias National 
Park/Prcscrvc this summer. 
Both young ladies arc land· 
0\\1lcrs and familiar faces to our 
community. Kris says she is 
covering for Nancy on her d~tys 
off. 

Ken and Carly Kritchen: 
\Ve arc sad to report that Ken 
and Carly lost Ginger, one of 
their two horses to an attack of 
colic. Ken's 8 year old marc 
came to the Kritchcn home· 
stead in ~:larch of last year and 
couldn't have found n better 
home. Ginger had acquired a 
reputation for being such a 
friendly horse und really loved 
kids. Our condolences go out to 
Ken and Carly. 

Don, Lynn, Sarah and Rene 
Welty: Since our last issue of 
\VSEN. I am told that 13 year 
old Sarah has gotten a good 
number of jobs and is well 
undcnvay in smin~ for a trip to 
Hawaii next summer with her 
Girl Scout troupe. In fact, Sarah 
gm·c me a hand the other day in 
a couple of outdoor painting 
projects. She did a fine joh and 
her Hssistancc gave mc just the 
motivation to get started on 
those projects that get put on 
the had\ burner. Thanl(s, Sarah! 

Rene tclis me her family 
paid a visit to Cliff and Jewel 
Collins' place at Long Lake 
recently. They actually did an 
animal trade-off. Two of the 
\Vclty bunnies for 2 of Cliff's 
baby chicks - soon-to-be laying 
hens. Sounds like a good 
transaction for both parties. 

Don is staying busy fl}ing 
for \Vrangcll Mountain Air of 
.McCarthy and L}nn is enjoying 
her morning shift scning 
brcaldast at the McCarthy 
Lodge. Lynn says she loves 
pecking out the lodge's front 
window every so often and 
seeing Don ~oing and coming 
from the air service's office 
across the street. 

Jim and Audrey Edwards: 
Audrey just stopped by to pich; 
up her mail and she brought a 
couple of ••items of interest'' 
\\-ith her. Her daughter Susan 
and hushand Robin arc here 
visiting for 2 weeks. The 
Niclscns arc from Crocker, Mo. 
and arc enjoying their first day 
in the Wrangells. Audrey was 
making sure they started their 
Jay out right hy seeing 
something of our local 
countryside. By the time they 
got to our cabin, they had 
already been shopping at Willow 
Herb Mountain Depot. 

Susan says they had quite a 
thrill flying from Anchorage to 
McCarthy in Jim and Audrey's 
Cessna IHO. This was Susan and 
Robin's first flight in a smaller 
airplane and .Jim was nice 
enough to give them a flightscc 
over tm\11 and Kcnnicott on 
their way in. 

\Velcomc to McCarthy, 
Susan and Rohin! Hope your two 
weeks stay docsn 't fly hy too 
quickly!© 



KennecoH model - one of a kind set up 
BY BONNIE KENYON 

Stepping into Ron 
Simpson's mobile home in 
Copper Center is like 
experiencing a trip hack into 
time- say 60 years! Don't gl!t 
me wrong. Ron isn't lh·ing in 
the dark ages, hut he is 
certainly living in the past. 
Kennecott, Alaska's rich, 
historical past, that is. 

A scale model of the copper 
mining town during its heyday 
takes up the majority of Ron's 
living room lca\ing barely 
enough room for a couch and 
TV. It is obvious to me that Ron 
isn't satisfied with just visiting 
the Kennecott of today. He is 
dctcnnincd to '·build" us a 
picture of what life was all about 
back in those good old days. 

It amazed me to sec the 
quality and details Ron gave to 
his model town. I could almost 
hear the working sounds 
coming from the mill building 
and sec the hospital staff busily 
at work in the Kennecott 

Hospital. Sc,·cral railroaJ :md 
administrative buildings that 
arc now missing stand in their 
original place as reminders of 
what used to he. 

Ron reminds us that 60 
years ago this year the 
Kennecott mines shut down. 
Over ninety years ago-in 
1906--thc first spike was driven 
for the Copper River & 
Northwestern Railway in 
Cordova. As I look at this 
real-to-life representation of 
Kennecott, it seems lilte just 
yesterday that the wheels of 
industry were turning to 
produce our nation's richest 
copper. 

Ron tells Rick and I there is 
more to sec and so we walk 
across the street and take in 
another bustling town from the 
early 1900's - Chitina. The 
Copper Rail Depot Saloon 
located on the Loop Road in 
Copper Center is Ron's place of 
business. It is also the present 
home of the only working tnodel 

l'hnto \.'<.lunc$y Ron Slmp$lm 

THE CHITINA RAILROAD YARD-THE DEPOT HERE WAS THE MOST 
ELABORATE ON THE LINE. IT HAD SIX DORMERS AND IT HOUSED THE 
FAMILY OF THE STATION MASTER. THE HOTEL CHITINA, ALSO KNOWN AS 
8REEDMAN'S HOTEL. WAS ONE OF THREE SIMILAR SIZED ONES IN THE 
EARLY TEENS. THE OTHERS WERE 0. A. NELSON'S COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
AND THE THREE-STORY OVERLAND HOTEL, WHICH BURNED DOWN BY 
THE EARLY 1920'S, TAKING OUT THE ADJACENT BAKERY AS WELL 
CHITINA WAS AN IMPORTANT TRANS-SHIPMENT POINT UNTIL THE ALASKA 
RAILROAD MADE THE CONNECTION WITH FAIRBANKS IN 1 923. THUS 
ENDED THE "BOOM-TIME" AT CHITINA. WITH THE CLOSING. THE CR & 
NW AND THE HOTEL CHITINA WERE DISASSEMBLED. 

of the Copper River & 
Northwestern Railway in the 
setting ot the Chitina railroad 
yard of the 1920's in ;'G" scale. 

Suspended from the ceiling 
and a little over 6' off the floor, 
the model CR & NW winds \ts 
way overhead and comes 
complete with train sounds! A 
rotary snow plow pulls 9 cars 
altogether including 
locomotives and a dining car. 

A mixed freight train 
complete \\ith ore cars, baggage 
and passenger Pullman and 
caboose also makes its way past 
recreations of the Chitina Hotel, 
the Depot, Obrien Creek Saw 
Mill, and a 2-hay locomotive 
repair harn. \"-le watch as it 
passes over the Gilahina Trestle 
which, incidentally, is 
constructed out of pool cue 
sticl{s! 

Ron points to his replica of 
the Alaska Railroad and proudly 
informs us this year is the 
celebration of its 75th 
anniversary having its beginning 

in 1923. 

Although it is difficult to 
take my eyes off the mm.ing 
trains above me, I can't help 
but notice the walls arc 
covered with framed photo
graphs of the famous 
Kennecott mines, mill site and 
the major rolling stock of the 
CR& N\V. 

Ron says on .May 2H he was 
pleased to give a guided tour 
of his model to a group of 
Kennecott Kids who were 
returning from a reunion held 
at Kennecott. He \\ishcs he 
had had more time to spend 
reminiscing with those who 
once called Kennecott home. 

I have to agree \\-ith Ron 
when he says, "This is a one of 

a kind set up here!" 
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Remembering the Railroad 
BY RON SIMPSON 

T
his is historicallv a 
very significant year, 
being the centennial 

of both the IGondikc gold rush 
and that of the Valdez and 
Klutina Glacier trail. .Most of 
those hardy souls in 1898 who 
crossed those glaciers and then 
followed the Klutina Lake to 
the Klutina River and thence to 
the new settlement nf Copper 
Center where the Klutina River 
meets the Copper River, were 
seeking gold \\ithin the Copper 
Valley. Among the prospector
hopefuls were Clarence \Varner 
and Jack Smith, who two years 
later would discover the 
Bonanza copper outcrop, 
marking the beginning of the 
Kennecott Copper Mines and 
the railroad which would soon 
follow-the Copper River & 
Northwestern- CR & N\V-thc 
"Can't Run and Never \Vill" 
railroad. 

It was ~1ichacl J. Heney, the 
builder of the \\'bite Pass & 
Yukon connecting Skagway to 
\Vhitehorse, who had the 
foresight to recognize the value 
of Eyak on Orca Bay as the best 
site for a railway port into the 
copper region. He secured the 
right-of-way for his "Copper 
River Railroad" \\ith the 
financial hacking of the Close 
Brothers of London, who had 
been behind the original \Vhite 
Pass Line. Gambling that the 
Alasl{a Syndicate, who owned 
the Bonanza copper deposit 
\V<mld have to eventually buy 
his under-financed operation 
out, the consortium drove the 
first spike ~lt the docl{ in what 
was to hccome Cordova on 
August 2H, 1906. 

The Syndicate had been 
constructing their railroad 

from Katella, where there was 
easy access to the nearby 
Bering River coal fields. It was 
not anticipated that the 

Alaska Railroad and the CR & 
NW Railway have an interesting 
historical tic, and, significantly, 
this also is the 75th anniversary 

Photo counesy Ron Simpson 

THE PULLMAN COMBINE-THIS MODEL REPRESENTS ONE OF THREE 
SIMILAR COACHES PRINCIPALLY USED ON THE CHITINA LOCAL 
BRANCH. THE ORIGINALS WERE OPEN ENDED WOODEN MODELS BUILT 
IN 1 91 0. THE OTHER COACHES -lWO DAY COACHES AND THE 
OBSERVATION-DINER- WERE SELDOM SEEN NORTH OF THE BRIDGE AT 
49 MILE- A POPULAR TOURIST DESTINATION AT THE TIME. 

government would close the 
area to coal mine development 
nor were the railroad builders 
prepared for the series of 
storms which hit Katalla in 
November, 1907, wiping out a 
huge investment in docks and 
breakwater. The Syndicate 
abandoned Katalla as a rail port 
and opted to buy out Heney's 
interests in his railway at 
Cordova that same month. They 
also gave his company the 
construction contract, and the 
building of the CR & NW thus 
began in earnest out of Cordova 
in early 1908 - ninety years 
a~o. 

The CR & N\V Railway 
model at the Copper Rail Depot 
in Copper Cen tcr operated for 
the first time in May 1998 in 
commemoration of both the 
beginning and end of the 
original railway- l90H to 1938. 
Included is an Alaska Railroad 
dicscl-clcetric era model on the 
1:24 ••G" scale layout. The 

of the driving of the Golden 
Spike which officially opened 
the railroad from Seward to 
Fairbanks at the bridge over 
the Tanana River at Nenana on 
July 15, 1923. 

\Vhcn President \Varren G. 
Harding drove the spike the 
ceremony marked the official 
beginning of the Alaska 
Railroad and the end of the 
Alaska Engineering 
Commission which managed 
construction of the line. The 
precursor to the Alaska 
Engineering Commission was 
the Alaska Railroad 
Commission which was formed 
by Con~rcss in August 1912 to 
examine potential routes for a 
government railroad from the 
coast into the interior. 
President Howard Taft 
appointed just four men to the 
commission. They were Major 
Jay J. Morrow, U.S. Army 
Corps of En~inccrs, chairman; 
Dr. Alfred H. Brooks, geologist 



in charge of the Division of 
Alaska Mineral Resources, vice
chairman; Leonard M. Cox, U. 
s. Navy Engineer; and Colin M. 
Ingersoll, a consulting railroad 
engineer. 

toward the Iditarod River. 
The Alaska Railroad 

Commission preferred the 
Cordova route because a) it had 
easy access to the Bering River 
coal fields requiring less 

THE ROTARY SNOW-PLOWTRAIN-THEREWERE FOUR OF THESE 
ON THE CR & NW LINE. THESE WERE NEEDED TO COMBAT THE 
DRIFTING SNOW FROM THE COPPER RIVER DELTA AND THE SNOW 
ACCUMULATIONS ALONG THE CANYON WALLS. GENERALLY, THE TRAIN 
CONSISTED OF TWO OR MORE LOCOMOTIVES PUSHING THE PLOW AND 
ITS TENDER, PLUS A NUMBER OF OTHER CARS SUCH AS A BUNK CAR, 
DINER UNIT AND THE CABOOSE. USUALLY THE ROTARY TRAIN TURNED 
AROUND AT TIEKEL. CR & NW MILE 101. THIS TRAIN IS PICTURED ON 
THE Gil.AHINA TRESTLE. THE ORIGINAL BRIDGE WAS 880 FEET, THE 
LONGEST WOODEN TRESTLE ON THE LINE. 

The following year the 
commission recommended that 
two routes he constructed. The 
primary one was from Cordova 
to Fairbanks by way of Chitina. 
This would mean purchasing 
the CR & NW mainline and 
continuing north with their 
existing surveyed route which 
followed the Copper River and 
then the Gulkana River north 
through Isabell Pass and down 
the Delta River, then following 
the Tanana on to Fairbanks. 

The other route started at 
Seward, following the 70 miles 
of railwav started by the Alaska 
Central ~nd Alaska Northern 
Railways and then heading 

development than the other 
line which passed by the 
.Matanusl{a coal fields; b) the 
cost of the Cordova route \Vas 
considerably less and would 
thus result in cheaper freight 
rates; and c) the Cordova 
harbor was superior to that at 
Seward. 

In 1914 Congress passed a 
biil authorizing $35 million for 
construction of an Alaska 
government-owned railroad and 
providing for the President to 
ulocate, construct and operate 
a railroad in the Territory of 
Alaska." The President was 
granted authority to select the 
route. 

Thus began the Alaskan 
Engineering Commission, 
headed hv William C. Edcs as 
chaim1a~ and chief engineer, 
and also including Lt. (later 
Col.) Frederick J. Mears of the 
u.s. Army, who was involved in 
the Panama Canal project, and 
Thomas Riggs Jr., chief survey
or on the Alaska Boundary 
Commission, Ia tcr to serve as a 
governor of the territory. 

InA Visitor's Guide to 
J(ennicott & A1cCarthy 199R, 
the Copper Rail Depot 
advertisement features a photo
graph of the Frederick Mears 
private train at the Chitina 
depot in 1914. Mears went on 
to eventually oversee construc
tion of the Alaska Railroad. 

The commission re\icwed 
virtually every available route, 
including that of the CR & N\V 
which had been offered for sale 
to the U.S. government. Also 
considered was a route from 
Valdez following the Richardson 
Trail as well as the old Alaska 
Northern route out of Seward. 
The final report to the 
President made no recommen
dation as the best route to 
follow, stating that "in select
ing the route, other questions, 
besides strictly engineering 
ones are to be considered." 

In the end the decision was 
left to President \Voodrow 
\Vilson. J.P. Morgan, who held 
a primary interest in the CR & 
NW', had opened negotiations 
'"ith Secretary of the Interior 
Franklin K. Lane for the sale of 
the line at the appraised value, 
rumored to be $12 million for 
the 13 I mile mainline section 
from Cordova to Chitina. This 
\vould have been a bargain, as 
the cost of the entire 196 mile 
line to Kennecott had been 
about $23 million. 



an unwanted 
association \Vith 
the Guggcnhcims 
and their Alaskan 
S}ndicatc. 
Prcsidunt \Vilson 
announced his 
decision on Feb. 
15, 1915, to 
purchase the 
Seward rou tc and 
construct the 
railroad to 

Chitina. Both of these 
structures were gone by about 
194 2. It is now possible to sec 
them again, as it is to sec 
working interpretations of parts 
of the long gone CR & ~T. 
Although no rolling stock 
except for some highly 
deteriorated bed cars arc 

Phorn counll.~Y Ron Simpson Fairbanks, avoiding 

known to have sunived, 
representations of a mixed 
freight train, including one of 
the Pullman combines, a rotary 
snow plo\V train and other 
pieces from those days of sixty 
to ninety years ago can now he 
seen. 

THE LOCOMOTIVE REPAIR BARN- the CR & N\V and 
THIS IS AN EARLY VERSION OF THE ONE AT 
CHITINA AND A SIMILAR ONE AT MCCARTHY. 
EACH BUILDING ALSO HOUSED A "PUSHER" 
ENGINE AS BOTH SITES WERE AT THE 
BEGINNING OF LONG GRADES REQUIRING 
ASSISTANCE. THE BROWN HOIST CRANE WAS A 
COMMON FEATURE OF MOST RAILROADS OF 
THE DAY. INCLUDING THE CR & NW. 

potential savings of 
as much as $40 
million, as it 
turned out. The CR 
& NW would never 
become more than 
an elaborate 
minin~ railroad

There was, however, intunsc 
political pressure on the 
President by h~s own 
Democratic Party to avoid 
purchasing the CR & N\V 
route~ thus causing 

and the connection to the 
Alaska Railroad was lost. 

Models such as the 
structures represented at the 
Copper Rail Depot interpret 
history- bringing back a sense 
of \Vhat was in a way that old 
photographs cannot. But the 
combination of the historic 
model and the approximately 
sLxty framed photos at the 
"Depot'' resurrect the almost 
forgotten days of another era. 

The model railroad in the 
Copper Rail Depot centers on 
the Chitina depot and the Hotel 

NPS Summer Speaker Series 
The National Park Scnicc presents the 

"Summer Spcal\.cr Series" schedule as follows: 
July 5- ''Life & Times of Alpine Flowers: 

Adaptations to a harsh environment and 
changing times" hy Dan Doak 

July 12- "McCarthy-Kcnnicott in the 
Fifties: The Jim Edwards story" by Jim Edwards 

July 19- ''The Bells and the Bees: How 
tlowers get pollinated in the southern \Vrangclls" 
hy Bill Morris 

July 26- .'·Trails and Trials: A brief history 
of the Copper Basin'' by Geoff Blcaldcy 

August 2 - to be announced 
August 9- Effects of Habitat Patchiness in 

the Real \Vorld: Studies of an insect herbivore in 
the \Vrangull Mountains" by Pat Doak 

August 16 - The \Vrangell Mountains Nature 
\Vriting Workshop presents: ''\Vhat the \Vind 
docs to Snow: A writer's Antarctica journey" by 
Gretchen Legler \Vith poetry reading by Nancy 
Cool{ 

August 23- "Adventures in the Exotic 
Mountains: Climbing tales from around the 
world" hy Bob Jacobs 

August 30- to he announced. 
'l'hc Summer Speaker Series \Vill be held at 

the Kennicott Glacier Lodge Sunday nights, 
H:OOPM 

"With an $8 billion backlog to bring our park facilities, historic 
structures, roads and trails up to an acceptable standard, I think all will 

agree we have a national park system that is worn-out and broken-a 
system in dire need of attention."- Senator Frank Murkowski 
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KennecoH Kids visit hometown 
BY EVONNE AND MIKE SULUVAN, NAN 

MOORE HENDERSON AND JEANNE MOORE 

ELLIOTT 

Pitch hittin~ for ln~cr 
Jensen Ricci, who usually writes 
about the "Kennecott Kids" 
reunion (and is bu&j' attending 
to other matters of more 
importance), we reflect 
on what she wrote after 
the 1994 reunion. She 
was then, and we arc 
now, still on cloud 9 after 
our 1998 reunion that 
was held May 25-28. 

There were 21 

wall{cd the streets that were 
once known as "home." 

The Kirkwomls and staff at 
the Kcnnicott Glacier Lodge 
spoiled all of us with 
scrumptious meals, comfortable 
rooms and never-ending acts of 
kindness. They earn the gold 

''Kids," 2 McCarthy 
"Kids" plus those 
traveling with them 
(spouses, children, 
grandchildren, and 
otherwise traveling 
companions). Counting 
43 all total, we filled J 
stretch vans, plus a 

\\":-IE~ stafr photo 

"MCCARTHY KID" BUD SELTENREICH 
TALKS OVER OLD TIMES WITH 

"KENNECOlT KID" OSCAR WATSJOLD. 

pick-up filled with luggage. We 
met for breakfast at the Regal 
Hotel in Anchorage and set out 
for our long ride into 
McCarthy/Kennecott. 

medal for perfect host/hostess. 

Our McCarthy neighbors 
invited us to a day in their tm\n 
\icwing the museum and back 

\Vcdncsday night was story 
night at the lodge, \\ith all 
neighbors invited to join in the 
fun of the '•Kids" telling stories 
of life in the then bustling 
Kennecott. Even non-kids, 
tourists registered at the lodge, 
enjoyed the stories and felt 
lucky to be a part of it all. In 
fact, the morning of our 
departure they asked if we all 
could stay another day. 

The .. Kids!: presented the 
Kirkwoods with a framed 
collage with pictures of the 
"Kids" and their families, taken 
back when they were residents. 

Thursday morning, the day 
we were not looking forward to, 
as it was time for us to round 
up and head out, for our 
departure. The HKids" 
assembled on the lawn at the 
lodge for a group picture, taken 
hy our interview picture person, 
Gilbert Roctman, of Big Dipper 
Productions in Anchorage. The 
lodge sent us off with sack 
lunches to enjoy at Liberty Falls, 

and with million dollar 
memories setting off a 
warm glow in all of our 
hearts. 

How can one justly 
say thank you to everyone 
for such a unique and 
wonderful experience? 

After lunch at Glennallen, 
we then set hack to enjoy the 
unsurpassed scenery, fresh air 
and never-ending daylight found 
only in the land of our youth. 
The weather was perfect for our 
entire stay, which caused son1e 
residents of the area to think 
that someone of our group, or 
the "Kids" in general, have 
connections with the saints in 
the weather department. We 
like to think it is our parents, or 
those whom we follow, smiling 
their blessings down upon us. 

WSF.X s.taf( phow 

JEANNE MOORE ELLIOlT AND AL 
NIKOLAUS ENJOY BBQ AT THE PIZZA 
PARLOR IN MCCARTHY 

\Vc think we speak 
for all the Kennccot t Kids 
when we express our 
heartfelt thanks and deep 
appreciation for all the 
hard work that Rich and 
Judy Kirkwood and Inger 
Jensen Ricci did in 
getting together another Our reunion time was spent 

renewing old friendships, 
vic\\ing pictures, with plenty of 
"remember whcns." Those that 
chose to, walked glaciers, took 
fly-over trips and, of course, 

roads of memory. A wonderful 
lunch was served at the Tailor 
Made Pizza Parlor and was 
enjoyed by all in attendance. 

wonderful reunion for us. 
It was such fun to he with 

friends once again from so long 
ago. Some of us were not able 
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to be at this reunion and we 
all missed them very much. 
Some new '"Kids" were 
there and it was such fun 
getting re-acquainted .with 
them. 

The Kirkwoods at the 
Kennicott Glacier Lodge 
gave us the '•First Class" 
treatment. It was so nice to 
meet Rich's parents who 
were there from Phoenix. 

\\'S~l'\ &lafi photo 

NAN MOORE HENDERSON KIDS WITH 
OTHER "KIDS.'' The food was most 

delicious -each and every 
meal. The accommodations 
were so special, especially with 
that nice cool air at night. The 
weather could not have been 
more beautiful. The picnic at 
McCarthy was scrumptious and 
it was so nice to wander around 
McCarthy and visit the museum. 
The walk on the glacier was 
great fun for all who participat
ed. Our guide was the nicest 
young man. Took care of us real 
good. 

Some got to tour the old 
Mill Building and had a ball. 
Some went on flightsccing trips. 
\Ve walked, looked, 
remembered and I guess you 
could say that once again we 
were hack in our old hometown 
where once upon a time life was 
so sweet for us. 

\Vho would ever dream that 
we would all be celebrating 
thanksgiving dinner together -
in May- complete with the 
most delicious pumpkin pic we 
ever tasted. 

The sign in the Kennicott 
Glacier Lodge said it all -
"Kennecott Kids Reunion
\Vel come HOME." 

The Kennecott Kids say 
"thanks" 

The Kennecott Kids would 
like to thank all those 
responsible for making possible 
a wonderful trip "Home.,, 

We feel honored to have 
been a part of the 60th 
anniversary celebration of the 
closing of the mine. Memories 

Remember Met? 

arc precious to recall of our 
lives in a bit of Heaven -
Kennecott. 

Thank you to our nei~hbors 
in McCarthy for their hospitality 
and delicious lunch and the 
capable, delightful, hardworking 
staff at the lodge. \Ve are 
grateful to everyone for helping 
to keep our memories alive 
while we made priceless new 
ones. 

Special recognition to: 
National Park Service 

WSF.N st4ff phoro 

JODY KIRKWOOD-PERFECT 
HOSTESS 

Kcnnicott Glacier Lod~c 
St. Elias Alpine Guides 
Tailor Made Pizza 
\Vrangcll Mountain Air/Bus 
\Vrangcll St. Elias News 

My name is Gossip. I have no respect for Justice. 

I maim without killing. I break hear-ts and ruin Uvea. 

I am cunnJng and malicious and gather strength with age. 

The more I am quoted the more I am believed. 

I flourish at every level of society. 

My victims are helpless. They cannot protect themselves against me because 
l have no name and no face. 

To track me down is impossible. The harder you try, the more elusive I become. 
I am nobody's friend. 

Once I tarnish a reputation. it is never q,yits the same. 

My name is Gossip. 



KennecoH "proper'' now public domain 
BY KENNY SMITH 

O
n June 10 and 11th 
a meeting took place 
at Kennecott which 

promises to he the tirst of many 
such meetings. Opening the 
meeting, Superintendent of 
\Vnmgcii-St. Elias National Park 
and Preserve, .Jon Janis, 
announced that the current 
o\\-ncrs and Federal govcrnmcn t 
would officially consummate the 
transfer of the majority of real 
estate the following morning. 
The property was once O\\-ned 
and operated by the Kennecott 
Copper Corporathm which 
achieved its birth at the famous 
site. 

The approximately J.4 
million dollar purchase 
culminated 10 years of 
continuous negotiation and 
compromise. Superintendent 
JHn·is stated that the "hard part 
is now ahead of us, which is he )W 

to manage this acquisition.'' 

National Park officials 
explained that the agency has a 
long history of \vorldng closely 
\Vith non-profit organizations 
and would lilw to do so with 
Kennecott. \Vorking out such 
arrangements began with this 
meeting. As is almost always the 
easel the availability of financial 
resources for funding such 

endeavors is the primary 
impcdimcn t. 

Superintendent Jarvis 
pointed out thHt the lead paint 
problem was prohahly the 
largest initial obstacle to 
overcome. The red paint on the 
buildings is 60% lead and the 
white 90%. The 144,000 square 
feet of paint on the buildings 
isn't of much concern to the 
Alaska DEC hut the lead from 
the paint accumulating in the 
soil is. Just cleaning up the soil 
contamination docsn 't solve the 
prohlcm since the paint will 
continue to flake off of the 
buildings. 1.2 million dollars 
has Hlready hccn set aside to 
address this problem. 

The Park Service anticipates 
a numhcr of initial events and 
actions \\ill transpire as a result 
of this: Expect n steady stream 
of interested dignitaries to visit 
Kennecott in the ncar future. 
beginning on June 27 with the 
visit of Senator Frank 
Murkowsld and Lieutenant 
Governor Fran Ulmer and 
arrival of tht! Director of the 
Park Sen icc the next evening. 
Work is already in progress hy 
an architectural review team 
which is inventorying the 

FRIENDS OF KENNICOR 

structures. \Vithin the next year, 
the start of a five year effort to 

· mitigate all hazardous material 
problems at the site \\ill begin. 
As soon as possihlc, suhjccc to 
the availability of funding, 
further stabilization of 
structures in order to reduce 
overall degradation of the site 
wiJl begin. The Park Scnicc will 
seck public opinion to 
dctcm1inc the methodology for 
managing and the extent of 
restoration. 

In addition to the many 
questions involved \\ith 
managing the facility, solutions 
arc needed for necessary 
services such as fire suppres
sion. As more and more public 
and private dollars arc pumped 
into improvements at 
Kennecott, the abscnuc of 
essential necessities for small 
communities is going to 
hccomc more apparent. 

One of the Pnrk Service's 
principle goals is to provide 
quite a bit of freedom for the 
public to safely look around the 
site. \Vith its expressed sense of 
purpose, the Pari\ Service 
should be able to provide a 
world class attraction for 
visitors in the years ahead. 

Summary of workshop at KennitoH, Alaska June J 0-J J, J 998 
PREPARED BY MARY GRISCO, SECRETARY, FRIENDS OF KENNICOTT 

Kennicott acquisition and XPS efforts including working with 
Planning Process/Jon Jarvis multiple corporate 

.Acquisition \\ill close organizations, split estate, 
shortly; \Vrangcll-St. Elias hazardous materials, ct.wcnants, 
Superintendent Jon .Janis Department of .Justice 
recapped highlights of the last concerns, etc. Sale price: ~3.4 
several years of acquisition million. The ~ational Historic 

Landmarl\ \\ill become part of 

the Preserve. An Historic 
America Sunrcy Team is 
conducting an architectural 
inventory. Remaining 
hazardous materials concerns 
include oil/petroleum product 
spillages; transformers; 
ashcscos; dumps and lead paint 



(red paint is 60% lead, white 
paint is 90% lead). NPS has 
$1.2 mil1ion for 144,000 sq. ft. 
of lead paint mitigation over 
the next 5 vcars mostlv 
involving stahili~ing existing 
exterior surfaces and capping 
lcad-c<mtaminatcd soils 
immediately adjacent to 
buildings. Major short term 
concerns: puhlic safety, toilets 
and setting up partnership for 
managcmcn t. 

Phase II of landscape survey 
is in its second season: Kevin 
Percival of the NPS Denver 
Service Center has been hired 
to work on Kcnnicott site 
plannin~. He has worlied with 
the NPS and the City of Sitka 
on a similar community-based 
plan. SpccificaUy, he'll he 
developing an amendment to 
the \\"RST General :rvlanagcment 
Plan ( GMP) for Kennicott 
including facilities/sen-ices; 
pedestrian/vehicle circulation; 
vegetation/screening; staffing; 
adaptive uses; security; fire 
prevention; human and solid 
waste; identifying management 
partners. Kc\in will he in 
Kcnnicott/McCarthy three 
times this summer to meet, 
listen, talk through individual 
and community meetings: June 
17-27, July 2H-Aug 7, Sept H-lH. 
A draft GMP amendment is 
expected hy Dcccmhcr. 
Discussion brought up interest 
in maintaining foot and bike 
traffic on the Blackhurn road: 
bridging National Creek: 
working with the Alaslm Land 
~tanagers Forum and TRAAK; 
working \\ith ADOT /PF on 
McCarthy Road upgrade; 
maintaining camping 
restrictions in the townsite; 
and glacier retreat 
opportunities. 

Public Forum 
Participant~ were 

encouraged to bring up ~my 

ideas/ concerns/hopes for 
Kcnnicott area. There ,·,:as 
substantial agreement among 
participants on most of the 
points raised below: 

u adaptive reuse of selected 
structures 
0 nOt frozen in time, multiple 
layers for interpretative focus 
*usc Bodie State Park, CA as 
guide: ghost to\\n, self-guided 
tours, seasonal, onlv look in 
buildings, museum ·provides 
tours, hasic stabilization 
*arrested decay, "not too 
prettied up, 
(!-let some buildings fall down 
*avoid competition hct\vccn 
for-profit and non-profit (e.g. 
tours) 
~stop scavagin~Vlooting 
0 rclationships with NPS 
interpretative staff 
*self-guided informational signs 
and walking tours, more 
educational materials 
*desirable appropriate 
development: locally owned, 
small 
*Kcnnicott surrounded hy 
\\ildcrncss pari{ \\ith lhing 
community 
*community doesn't want to he 
in fish howl 
*compatibility with ANlLCA 
*not theme park 
urccognizc importance of 
natural scttinP, 
nintcrprctativc themes: mining 
history, setting, character, 
sense of place, living 
community, natural history 
interface 
*recognize integral role of 
mines: interpretative and 
access 
*minimum tasteful signs 
~future themes could include 
alternative technologies 
~how far to go with l'ccping 
buildings standing? 
0 Schoolhousc would mal'c a 
good museum 
!tstorc coulJ he \'isitor contact 

point with Ron Simpson's 
display 
~•rcc hall could be community 
center 
.. consider development south of 
National Creek with north side 
for .residential and ghost town 
industrial 
*review covenants and 
Architectural Review Board for 
what's possible, what's 
appropriate 
*establish limits (criteria) for 
usc by non-profits 
*minimize 
official/ governmental presence 
0 Sclf-sufficicncy: community 
power source possibilities, not 
more indi\idual generators 
0 public water, sewer, power 
possibilities: son1c growth 
would facilitate collective 
utilities; place under NPS 
management? 
*little infrastructure goes a 
long way; sustainability; 
consider altentative energy 
sources (e.g. solar, hydro); 
minimize noise and light 
pollution 
'toptions for off-site orientation 
~marketing consistency 
*defining season (new \VRST 
visitor center, opening in 2000, 
\\-ill be open year-round and 
receive package tourism) 
*public safety and enforcement 
*parking, visitor circulation, 
gnrwth and demand 
0 minimizc need for cars, usc 
non-traditional transportation 
modes 
*model for interpretation of 
boom-bust and beyond as 
complex similar to Prudhoe Bay 
ninvolvc other communities 
convened by ADOT /PF for foot 
bridge 
••usc of technology/ telecom
munications for interpretation 
Presentations/Options for 
non-profit organization 
involvement 

Friends of Kcnnicott: Rich 



Kirln\"ood hrictly summarized 
the tradc-offs of mannging the 
site vs. maintaining an 
<tdvisory/puhlic advocacy role. 
One organization can't do 
hot h. 

Jcn Bcnn, Executive 
Director of Mount Rainier, 
North Cascades & Olympic 
Fund hrictly presented the 
three segments of involvement: 
gm·cn1mcnt, non-profit, and 
citizens - and the inherent 
tensions among them such as 
personality vs. bureaucracy, 
information vs. perception. and 
individual interests vs. 
organizational missions. \\·nile 
NPS retains o\\-ncrship, she 
recommended looking carefully 
at how authority, responsibility 
and Hccountability arc 
structured in any hiring, 
contracts or agreements. She 
also recommended that the 
local community and NPS 
invest in time to define a long 
term mission statement that 
\\ill weather the test of time 
and changing personalities. 

Vicki Snitzler, NPS, 
reported on the non-profit role 
in management of the Presidio 
and the Golden Gate National 
Recreation ArcH in San 
Francisco. The Golden Gate 
Association (non-profit) has 
1 SO employees and a hudgct in 

the miiJions of dollars. They 
collect fees and do major fund
raising in the community for 
programs that the NPS would 
not he able to afford. 

Ben Shainc reported on the 
non-profit management of Fort 
\Von.Jen State Parl{ in Port 
To\\nscnd, \VA., including the 
wide variety of uses making usc 
of the site and the usc of 
carefully developed criteria for 
defining appropriate uses. 

Chip Dcnnerlcin, National 
Parks and Conservation 
Association, gave hricf ovcnricw 
of ongoing efforts at 
Cumberland Island. GA and 
Rocky l\Iountain NP with 
non-profit involvement. 

Dianne .Milliard, 
representing the AlcCarthy 
Kcnnicott Historical lvluscum, 
reported that the ~1uscum 
would like to take an active role 
at I<cnnicott. (Discussion 
indicated general support for a 
museum at Kcnnicott that 
would supplement hut not 
replace the existing McCarthy 
museum.) 

Mike Loso, Executive 
Director of the \\'rangcll 
Mountains Center, reported 
that the \VMC is interested in 
expanding its programs and 
Kcnnicott presents some 
excellent opportunities for 

more cdueational programming 
(gldcrhostcl for example), 
writing and the arts, in addition 
to ongoing research. The \Vest 
Bunkhouse, for example, if 
brought up to functioning 
standards, could provide ample 
space for new and expanded 
programs. The \VMC would not 
he able to usc all of the 
bunkhouse, however, leaving 
room for other uses as well. The 
\VMC is an educational 
institute and is not interested 
in providing interpretative 
services. 

Additional discussion 
touched on involvement of 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Ahtna, Inc.; how to craft vision 
and mission statements with 
NPS planning process; what 
tools to usc to gather 
community input (survey, 
newspaper, radio); advancing a 
community vision for Kcnnicott 
when Senator Frank Murl{owski 
and Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer 
\isit later in June; update 
priorities for building 
stabilization, re-use, 
interpretation; NPS docs not 
want Kcnnicott to tal<c over the 
identity of the park as a whole; 
XPS docs want to work with 
one or more non-profits for 
management. 

FRIENDS OF KENNICOn BOARD OF DIREOORS MEETING 
JUNE 1 t, 1998-

DiSCUSSion focused on how 
to coordinate \\ith NPS 
planning effort to maximize 
community and other 
participation. After kicking 
around several ideas, Friends 
decided to hire a contractor 
(preferably a local resident 
familiar \\-ith the issues) to 
expand public participation and 
assist in defining appropriate 

non-profit roles. Friends \\ill 
prm.idc some direct funding 
and \Viii seek out funding from 
other participatinA non-profits, 
clS well as the NPS. The scope of 
work would include additional 
ways to look at management 
needs and Friends' capabilities 
and will run until completion of 
the G.MP amendment 
(approximately 1 year). Friends 
will spend up to $1,000 for this 

effort. 

In the meantime, the 
Friends' board will be updating 
its membership on recent 
events and invite them to 
participate in the vision/ 
management planning. Friends 
will also continue its bylaws 
review. In the longer term! 
Friends may consider working 
\\ith NPS on rhc stabilization 
and adaptive reuse of one 



huilc.ling-pcrhaps the 
Recreation Hall as a community 
center. But such stabilization 
efforts take a back stage to the 
short term community 

involvement/advisory role that 
Friends is currently takin~. 

Next meeting: 5:30pm, 
Tuesday, September 15, 1998, 
\\lith two meeting sites: 

BETRS Charge Dropped BY MC 
BY STEVE MERRIAM (PRESS RELEASE) Stabilization of transmission 

Copper Valley Tclcphone•s rate" after implement.ing the 
request to eliminate the Basic change. Preliminary follow up 
Exchange Telecommunications with data users in the McCarthy 
Radio Service (BETRS) monthly area show the adjustment has 
rate of S26.65 has been improved performance for some 
approved by the Alaska Public su~scrihcrs but has had no 
l:tilitics Commission, with an effect on others. 
effective date of June 1, 1998. AOL ACCOUNT SET UP FOR 
This changc was approved in DIAGNOSTIC TESTING 

time for the June 1st billing. CVTC has also purchased a 
MCCARTHY SWITCH ADJUSTED subscription to America 
FOR IMPROVED DATA SPEED On-Line in order to evaluate 

On June 19th, CVTC the effect of changes to the 
technician Russ Jindra made switch. The account also allows 
adjustments to the McCarthy us to attempt to replicate 
switch in an effort to improve problems reported to us by 
data transmission rates. The McCarthy subscribers to AOL. 
adjustments included incrcas- CVTC also wants to clarify 
ing the level of signal going to the per minute charges 
AT&T Alascom. Jindra reported customers incur while on Jinc 
experiencing an "increase and with AOL. These arc due to the 

Kcnnicott Glacier Lodge and 
Anchorage (Hoffmann 
Management conference 
room). 

lack of a local access node -to 
the Internet in McCarthy; they 
arc not a CVTC charge. In 
other words, when you dial into 
the Internet, it is not a local 
call and the Internet access 
provider recovers the cost of 
the long distance caJI to their 
access node's location hv 
assessing per minute charges. 

CVTC would like to hear 
from McCarthy subscribers who 
move data. Have you seen any 
changes in data transmission 
since June 19th? Send an 
e-mail to smerriam@cvte.org 
or call Steve Merriam at 
1-800-4 78-6612 and let me 
know if you have experienced 
an increase, decrease or 
stabilization in data speed 
transmission. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE FUTURE OF THE MCCARTHY AREA? 

The :McCarthy Area Council (M.A.C.) is a non-profit organization formed in 1995 specifically to 
provide structure for discussion, decision-making, and planning on issues faced hy the McCarthy area 
con1munity. :M.A. C. serves as the point of contact between the community and various State and 
Federal agencies, reeching and allocating community funds and grants. Annual meetings arc held on 
the second Friday in October, \Vith other meetings hdd as needed throughout the year. Annual dues arc 
due on September 1 of each year, and cover the period from September 1 to August 31. 

1\vo classes of membership arc available: voting members and assouiatc men1hcrs. A voting 
member is a person 1 H years or older who maintains a residence in the McCarthy area, specifically 
within the boundaries of the Chitina River drainage from Cl)~tal Creek to the Canadian hordcr. An 
associate member can he anyone who docs not qualify as a voting memher. 

If you would like to participate in planning the future of the ~lcCarthy area, please fill out the 
following form and mail with appropriate dues to M.A.C., McCarthy #31, Box MXY, Glennallen, AK 
995HH-H99H. 

~a me Do you maintain a residence in the 
McCarthy area? ____ _ 

Addn.:ss ----------------- Voting member $25.00 ___ _ 

Phone Associate Member SS.OO ___ _ 



Alaska fire information sources 
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES- DIVISION OF FORESTRY 

The arrival of Alaska's fire Scnicc. Based in Fairhnnl{s, the 
season prmides an opportunity to Alaslm Interagency Coordination 
rc\icw how wildfires arc managed Center (staffed by Division of 
in the state, along with sources Forestry and Alaska Fire Scnice 
for up-to-date fire infonnation. personnel) coordinates wildland 

Fire Management in ..c\laska fire suppression cll.!thitics muong 
Fire has been a natural force the three agencies. Each agency 

in Alaska for thousands of years, fights fire on all ownership within 
and l!ontinucs to play an its managcml!nt area. 
essential c<.!ological role, hut it Alaslian ,,;}dfircs arc 
also sometimes poses a threat to primarily fought by three types of 
human life and structures. Each crcv.'S; cmcrgcm.:y firefighters, 
yl!ar there arc between 600 and hotshots, ami smoke jumpers. 
HOO \\ildfircs in Alaska, with Alaslm's 73 Emergency 
nearly all of the acti\-ity taking Firefighter crews (nlso called EFF 
place between late April and or Type II crews) comprise the 
mid-August. haclihone of fircfighting in the 

For fire protection purposes, state. Mostly from rural \illagcs, 
all Alaskan lands have been these largely Native crews arc 
Ji,idcd into one of four hired when fires arc fought and 
categories: critical, full, modified, released when they arc out. The 
or litnitcd. Critical protection 16·pcrson EFF crews arc also 
areas (where human life and dispatched to fires in other states 
inhabited structures arc after Alaslm 's fire season, 
endangered) receive the highest prmiding further employment 
priority. At the other c:x"trcmc arc paid hy the federal goven1ment. 
limited protection areas where Alash.a has four e~vcricnccd 
the itnpact of fire suppression and well-trained hotshot fire 
may he more damaging or costly crc,·vs. These 20-mcmbcr crews 
than the effect of fire itself. In (also called 1)pc I crews) arc the 
limited protection areas all fires Fairbanl<s·hased Chcna Hotshots, 
nrc monitored, hut suppression Denali Hotshots and Midnight 
actions arc only taken to keep a Sun Hotshots, along \\ith the 
fire '"ithin the management unit Glennallen-based Ta~lina 
or to protect specific values such Hotshots. Other hotshot t.:rew's 
as mining camps, cabins, or from the Lower 48 mav be t.:alJed 
.l\ativc land selections. up during large fires when all four 

Nearly half of Alaska's lands Alaskan Hotshot t.:rcws arc already 
arc in the limited category, and working. · 
since 1984 more than 7.4 million The BL\·f employs 6H 
acres have been allowed to bum Fairbanks-based smolwjumpers, 
naturally in these areas. highly tmincd firefighters who 

\Vho Does \\'nat? parat.:hutc from aircraft, am.l arc 
The Alaska Dcpnrtmcnr of often the first to attack a new 

!'ratural Rcsourt.:cs Di\ision or \\iklfirc. 
Forestry is responsible for fire Infonnation Sources 
management in southern Alaska. Don Pitcher is the public 
Northern Alaska is protected hy infc1m1ation offil!cr with the 
the Alaska Fire Scnicc within the Dhision of Forestry in Anchorage, 
Burt.:au of Land .Management and can bt.: reached at (907) · 
(BLM), ancl national t(>rcst lands 269-8443. On wcekdnys he 
arc protected by the U.S. Forest produces a recorded statewide 

daily fire hotlinc, available 24 
hours a day at 907-269-H444. 

Andy \Villiams is the fire 
infomlation officer with the 
Alaska Interagency Coordination 
Center in Fairbanks. His phone 
number is 907-356-5226 
(mornings), or 907-474-2230 
afternoons). On weekdays he 
produces a recorded statewide 
daily fire summary, available 24 
hours a day at 907-356-5226. 

Several sites on the Internet 
provide a wealth of Alaskan 
wildfire information. Two good 
pJaccs to start arc the Dhision or 
}i'orcstry's home page 
{http:/ /www.dnr.state .ak. us/ forcs 
try) and the Alaska Fire Scnicc's 
home page 
http:/ /firc.ak.hln1.gov). The sites 
arc linked together, and arc also 
linked with various other 
fire-related sites, including the 
National \Veathcr Service's 
detailed fire weather page for 
current and e:x']Jccted conditions 
around the state. On these \\'eb 
sites you'll find the httest Alaska 
fire updates (''fire situation 
reports"), photos of ongoing fires, 
maps shm\ing the locations of 
lightning strilics and fire danger 
throughout the state, stltcllite 
imagery showing the progress of 
cleanup, descriptions and photos 
of aircraft used on fires, copies of 
nc\vs releases, and other details 
on fire management in the state. 

The Firc\\ist.: lntt.:mt.:t site 
http:/ /www.fire\\isc.org) provides 
information on protecting homes 
from \Vildfircs. The Municipality 
of Anchorage's Video Center has 
produced a fire safety \ideo called 
"N,>rthland \Vildfircs, Lessons 
Learned" that shows hourJv 
throughout the day on the· 
municipality's channel 4 7. Other 
fire-related rl!C(>rdcd 
programming also nirs on this 
station. 



The McCarthy telephone chronicles 

~ 
""' been almost 6 years since a fi'OIIP of MtCarfhy residents ftlllfaded Copper Valley 

felep#Jone about pulfin11 in local pllone servim. rhe following are ucerpts from WIMNGIII 
ST. IIW NIWS articles published during fbat time. 
September 1992- "Pending approval by the 

hoard of directors, the Copper Valley Telephone 
Cooperative \\Jill installliJnitcd phone service in 
the McCarthy area this fall ... The system would 
only have 2 voice links, a fax line, and two 9600 
data lines available ... The satellite svstem would 
then he replaced next summer with. a microwave 
hookup which would enable more users." 

January 1993 - "November came and left, 
along \Vith McCarthy area resident's hope of 
seeing telephone service in 1992 ... As of press 
time, our letters of inquiry to Copper Valley 
Telephone have gone unanswered." 

March 1993- "Although efforts to provide 
temporary phone service to the residents of the 
.McCarthy area last fall were not successful, it 
lool{s as if permanent service will become 
available this summer. By teaming up with 
Alascom, CVTC hopes to have service for those 
who want it by July 1993." 

September 1993 - "CVTC says September 
sen icc possible." 

November 1993- "Delays and more delays 
seem to plague the project. . .It now appears 
phone service is a,ltain delayed-this time until 
spring.'' 

January 1994 - ".McCarthy and Kcnnicott 
residents who have been trying to get telephone 
service for more than a year were disappointed 
again this fall when the promised scnicc was put 
on hold for an indefinite period ... According to 
CVTC General Manager Scott Smith, Mr. Paul 
Barrett contacted him and said that he 
represented a 'large number of landowners in 
~1cCarthy' ... Questions were raised over the right· 
of-way needed to run phone lines to residents and 
power lines to the telephone switch ... Smith said 
that right·of.way prohlcms do not preclude being 
able to eventually get scn·icc into McCarthy, but 
that CVTC did not want to enter into a fi~ht 
because they were simply responding to requests 
from residents to bring telephone service tn the 
area, not trying to expand the co-op.'' 

March 1994 - .. Smith said he planned a trip 
to Seattle to meet with Barrett, and that he was 
optimistic about rectching an a~rccmcnt 

concerning the right-of-way needed to run phone 
cable." 

May 1994 - "McCarthy-Kcnnicott area 
residents could be using the latest in cellular 
phone technology by September, if all goes a 
planncd ... CVTC would install small boxes and 
antennas on all those locations who can 'sec' the 
towcr ... Scott docs add this word of caution: 
'\\'bile we think this is the best of all possible 
worlds, I want to caution you that we have not 
ascertained their {manufacturer's) ability to 
meet all of our conditions, and provide backup 
scnicc for the equipment once we do install it."' 

November 1994 - uon October 8, Tim 
Rennie and Jim Gifford visited those who had 
signed up for phone service and made local site 
tests. Alascom representatives arrived and 
installed their satellite equipment ... McCarthy 
residents (can] expect 2 ~installers' to arrive 
around October 31 to do site surveys as well as 
begin installing phones." 

January 1995- "McCarthy gets telephone 
service-at last! The new equipment did have a 
fc\v ·bugs.' For the first few weeks local calls were 
nearly impossible due to a loud squeal on the 
line, but long distance calls worltcd fairly 
good-as long as it wasn't snowing." 

March 1995 - "Despite some problems \\lith 
the ~}'Stem, local residents continue to enjoy the 
luxury of having telephone service available 
locally ... Locals still experience less than quality. 
connections between each other, and sporadic-
problems with incoming or outgoing long 
distance calls. Rennie said that CVTC is working 
\\ith the manufacturer of the equipment to solve 
these problems." 

November 1996- "McCarthy phone service 
area· to cxpand ... Two helicopters and 3 semi
tractors arrived on the west side of the Kcnnicott 
River on September 20 to hcgin transporting 
buildings, propane- tari~s, solar panels and other 
necessary equipment to a site on nearby 
Soudough Ridge ... ( the site] is expected to reach 
out and include McCarthy's surrounding areas 
such as Dan Creek, May Creek, Long Lake and 
much of the McCarthy Road." 



Januan· 1997 - ''According to l Ron Ashe of 
~cw Horiz(;ns Telecom, Inc. I most of the 
installation work (on the repeater site I was 
completed before the crew left on the 27111 of 
November. Two men expect to return shortly 
hcforc Christmas to finish the ~iring. Ashe stated 
the site should he ready for operation sometime 
after the first part of January." 

March 1997 - "\Vhcn the (repeater I site was 
initially activated, callers only got a busy signal 
when attempting to dial out, and several phones 
were knocked out of service by the signal from 
the repeater. As we go to press the 191

h of 
February all the local phones arc experiencing 
difficulty in dialing and in rccch,ing calls., 

May 1997 - "The telephone repeater site on 
Sourdough Ridge was activated on April 11. 
Users at May Creek enjoyed having telephone 
service for one week before CVTC returned and 
shut dmvn the repeater. This was in response to 
numerous reports from other users in the area 
who complained of calls being interrupted and of 
difficulty in receiving calls from outside of the 
McCarthy arca ... As we go to press on April 26. 
the repeater is shut down. and local service is 

Dignitaries visit area 

still poor. Voice calls tend to he ·noisy,~ and fax 
and data calls arc often dropped, apparently due 
to excessive noise on the signals. CVTC has been 
notified and is expected to return to McCarthy in 
the ncar future. If you try to reach [us) hy phone, 
please keep trying-we're hcn .. '-rcally!" 

.July 1997- "Scheduled to he operational hy 
last February, the telephone repeater site on 
Sourdough Ridge is still turned off as we go t\) 
prcss ... Eaeh time the site is activated, a tlurry of 
complaints from local telephone users whose 
phones suddenly do nor work have caused them 
to shut it hack 00\\11." 

March 1998- "'I am having CVC)s attorney 
write a strong letter to New Horizons Telecom 
asking them to correct the problems we have 
experienced at Sourdough Ridge within a short 
time period. If they will not do so, I intend to put 
them on notice that Copper Valley Cellular will 
remove and replace the RTI equipment with 
equipment that we know will work before 
summer,' \Vrotc ICVC General Manager] John 
Monfils ... CVTC's plan to have the site operational 
by this summer has met with some skepticism in 
the McCarthy area." 

BY RICK KENYON 

Senator Frank Murkowslti 
and Lieutenant Governor F'ran 
Uhner got a first-hand look at 
the Park Scn'icc's latest 
acquisition-Kcnnicott-(m 
Satu~day, 

Saturday evening they were 
gracious enough to address 
interested community members 
and to answer questions rclatec.l 
to the McCarthy Road, 
helicopters in the pnrk, Internet 

Senator Ted Stevens, Jon Jarvis, 
Superintendent of \Vrangcll-St. 
Elias National Park, and Logan 
Hovis, NPS historian. 

Lieutenant Governor Fran 
Ulmer talked about the Alaska 
Land Managers Forum. (Sec her 
Letter to the Editor on page JJ 
of this issue.) 

June 27. 
Accompanied 
hy\VRST 
Superinten
dent Jon 
Jarvis, they 
spent time 
wall{ing the 
streets of 
McCarthy and 
Kcnnicott, 
cnjoyin~ 

meals at the 
lodges, and in 
general 
playing the 
part of 
tourists. On 

access and 
other 
questions 
raised by 
approximately 
SO people 
who attended. 

The 
Senator was 
accompanied 
by his wife, 
N'ancy, and 
his assistant, 
Jim O'Toole. 
Also present 
were Chris 

\\'SE~ s111ffphmo Schnhackcr, 
SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI who is an 

assistant to 

The highlight for Bonnie 
and I came after we presented 
the Senator with a \Vrangcll St. 
Elias News hat. He immediately 
put it on and wore it during the 
entire meeting. 

The group flew in, but were 
planning to drive out to 
Glennallen on Sunday for the 
NPS Visitor Center ground
breaking ceremony in Copper 
Center. NPS Director Robert 
Stanton was scheduled to arrive 
in lvlcCarthy on Sunday, after 
the groundbrcaking. · 
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Good News from the Wrangells 
Editor's note: It is my plea..,'Ure to share the ~VSEN ''church pc~e" (as it is often referred to) with 

A1cCarth:y resident John Adam.~ who i-; the primary church bu:ildi~ contractor and i~ also serving on the 
board of the McCarthy-Kennicott Community Church. 

Whose church is fhe MrCartby-KennicoH Community Church? 
BY JOHN ADAMS 

he name says who it 
clongs to-the 
ommunity of 

McCarthy and Kcnnicott. As a 
lc~al, nonprofit corporation, we 
have a Board of Directors who is 
presently being served by 
myself, John Adams, as 
president; Doug Schra~e. vice
president: George 
Cebula, treasurer; 
Bonnie Kenyon, 
secretary and Doyne 
Houghton. 

The primary 
purpose of the 
church building is 
to provide a place 
for local residents 
and \isitors to meet 
in order to worship 
the Lord. \Vcckly 
services arc held on 
Sunday mornings at 
10:00 a.m. and 
center around the Bible as 
God's written Word. \Vc arc 
nondenominational and 
welcome all faiths and 
hacl{grounds. Everyone is 
encouraged to bring their Bible 
and to share the \Vonl together. 

A secondary purpose is to 
encourage unity in the 
community by pro\iding a pla.ce 
for meetings. The basement of 
the church huilding is now 
rcadv and available for non 
ehu~ch functions. Three large 
folding tahles and chairs arc 
available. A sm:tll kitchen alcove 
is equipped ·with cabinets and n 
propane stove. A generator 
proviJes electricity for lights. A 

propane heater is also 
operational. The church 
property and materials were 
provided by people who want to 
share God's love with the 
communities of McCarthy and 
Kcnnicott. Each request for usc 
\\iJl be given immcdia tc 
attention with permission being 
~ranted hy the Board of 

the church at: McCarthy & 
Kcnnicott Community Church, 
McCarthy #42, PO Box MXY, 
Glennallen, AK. 99588. 

Vacation Bible School comes to 
McCarthy/Kennicottl 
BY BONNIE KENYON 

A Vacation Bible School is 
going to be held at the 
McCarthy & Kennicott 

Community Church on 
July 13-
17 from 9:00a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. 
The church is located 
between the two 
footbridges on what is 
know as the "island." 
All ages arc welcome. 
Crafts, games, Bible 
stories and snacks will 
he served. This year's 
VBS is sponsored by 
the Alaska Mission 

Phuro wunesr Inger Ricci Committee of the 

Directors. 
The following guidelines arc 

for non church functions: 

1) No alcohol on premises 
2) No smoking 
3) Respectful conduct 
4) Don't take the Lord's 

Name in vain 
5) Leave the church 

building the way it was found 
6) A minimum donation of 

320 (for heat and electricity, 
and building maintenance) plus 
an extra cleanup fcc, if needed. 

If you arc interested in 
ohtaining the usc of the church 
building, you may contact me at 
554-4433 or Bonnie Kenyon at 
554-4454. You may also write 

Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod. 

Adult activities are 
also being planned 
during the week. If you 
have any questions or are 
interested in participating or 
helping, you may call Bonnie 
Kenyon at 554-4454. 

A group visiting from the 
Chicago, Ill. area will be hosting 
and leading the VBS. Paul 
Moller, the groups' leader is also 
bringing his 9 year old son, 
Rick, to help him in the 
activities. Others in the group 
include .Jay Carter, Kate 
Micrsch and Jeff Lang. t 



OUR TOWN 
July 1923 August 

EAGLES ~fAY FLY 
TO KENNECOTI 

\Vc haYc received the 
report that the Brooldyn 
E:tglcs in their flight thru 
Alaska may pause at 
Kennecott long enough to 

inspect the mines, in order 
to enlighten the newspaper 
reading populace of the 
gast about "Copper, as she 
is mined in Alaska." 

NOTICE 

the shade and close to 110 
in the sun on suvcral 
occasions.' If we'd had a 
palm leaf fan and a banana 
tree to sit under, we'd all 
have been real hot. But we 
kept right on working 
without even trying any 
Coue on ourselves, and 
before we knew it, evening 
had come and the cool 
breezes from the Kennecott 
Glacier had blown away the 
heat and cares of the day. 

RATES FOR CAR HIRE FIL.t\riiNG CO~IPLETE 
.MCCARTIIY TO 

KEl\1\'ECOTI$5.00 
~1CCARTHY TO NICKELL 

7.50 
MCCARTHY TO GREEJ\' 

Bl"TTElO.OO 
1\'ICCARTHY TO .MOTHER 

LODE15.00 

\VAITING TIME PER HOL"R 
1.50 

FOREST FlllliS 
SOUTH OF TOWN 

~umerous fires have 
been burning on Sourdough 

_ Hill all week ~one are very 
. large, but they arc ~radually 
spreading in both 
directions. The smoke has 
been quite thick, so there 
have been no mosquitos. 

Mr. Trimm reports that 
his buildings are out of 
danger. as he has been 
down backfiring several 
days. Jimmy Peterson's 
buildings being saved hy .Mr. 
Trimm happening along 
when he did. 

~fcCarthy has had a 
spell of rather warm 
weather this week, the 
mercury dimhing to 95 in 

The AJaslta .\lotion 
Picture Corporation took its 
final picture for the purely 
Alaskan film, "The 
Chcechakos" at ~lilc 55 on 
the C. R & X. \\'. Railway 
Jasr Friday. The scene 
portrayed riding the rapid 
in the mad rush for gold 
which the dummies did very 
bravely. 

July 7 

NOTES FROM 
TilE CREEKS 
Art Powell had the 

misfortune of having a 
good-sized boulder fall ten 
or nventy teet and strike his 
hand recently. The hand was 
badly bruisod and a bone in 
the back of it was hrol{en. 
~Irs. Powell applied first aid~ 
and with her ct'ficient 
nursing, the bruised 
member is healing rapidly. 
Meanwhile, Art is enjo}ing a 
respite from kindling the 
mornin~ fire. 

Carl Anderson is now 
doin~ annual assessment 
work on the claims owned 
by himself and .James 
~·lcGavock on Rex Creek. 

TIIREE BRIDGES started on the Houth side ot' 
Young Creek, made such 

WASIIED OUT rapid strides toward the 
The heavy rains of the ~izina Roadhouse that fear 

past week have washed out 
three smaJI bridges on the 
Copper River Railroad, at 
miles 51. 65, and i4. The 
repair work is being delayed 
somewhat as the di tehcr is 
undergoing repairs. It is 
understood that traffic \\ill 
be resumed before ~·londay 
when the Eagles will go to 
Cordova. 

CHITINA HOTEL 
TO CHANGE 

I-lANDS 
On July 20th ~Irs. 

Frank A. Lamson will 
assume management of the 
Commercial Hotel at 
Chitina. ~~ rs. llclcn 
Kennedy is the retiring 
prop ric tress. 

PERSONALS 

Ed Erickson, formerly 
timekeeper at Kennecott, 
went to the Green Butte to 
work this week. Rccen tly, 
~1r. griekson left Alaska. lie 
got as far south as .Juneau, 
where he changed his mind 
and returned to the Copper 
River Valley. But he came 
not alone. He brought with 
him a bride whom he 
acquired, we know not how, 
at the capital city. ~Irs. 
Erickson accompanied her 
husband , to the copper 
camp where she will spend 
the rest of the summer. 

July 14 

FIRES 
Durin~ the past several 

days the forest fires have 
been worse. One fire that 

was expressed for the safety 
of that establishment but 
the wind shifted and all's 
safe. 

PERSON.A.LS 
It is reported that 

Charley Chong has 
purchased the Lubhc 
building and will move it to 
his old location on Front 
Street. 

~frs. .John E. Barrett 
was hostess at a dinner 
Thursday evening. Home 
grown new potatoes and 
freshly picked strawberries 
wl!rc included in the menu. 

July 21 

PERSONALS 

~frs. Kate Kennedy 
received a new Dodge car 
on la..~t Saturday's train. 

~1rs. Robert's garden on 
her ranch at Blackburn is in 
splendid shape. She has a 
large variety of \'Cgctables, 
including some very hardy 
bean, tomato and cucumber 
plants, as well as berries and 
a lovely assortment of 
flowers. 

IIENRY OLSEN 
JOINS THE 

RANKS 
Last Thursday Miss 

Dora C. .MacDonncl and 
Henry Olsen were united in 
marriage by .Judge 
Coppernoll at his office. The 
bride is the daughter of 
~irs. Wills of McCarthy, and 
the groom operates a local 
gamgc. They will make their 

Reprinted from the ~lcCarthy Weekly Xc\vs, .July & August 11).2.1 issues. 

a 



... 

home un From ~tree£. ~\fh.'T 
the service the young 
couple roJc w :\ikolai for a 
hridouting. \Ve understand 
I hat Bill HceJ followed 
them with a car full of tin 
cans. The newly married 
couple have our hcst wishes 
for happiness and luck in 
The Big Adventure. 

LARGER 
SCHOOL FOR 
KENNECOTT 

Another building is 
being renovated to he used 
for school purposes, as the 
number of children in camp 
make necessary the 
employment of two teachers 
when school opens in 
September. 

FIRES 
THREATEN 
BRIDGES 

Mr. Trimm and Bill 
. \Vcarc have .spent most of 

the week fightin~ fires 
along .McCarthy Creek, 
which threaten the 
destruction of bridges on 
the .Mmhcr Lode trail. 

Yesterday there was an 
unusually large fire at Swift 
Creek. 

.July 28 

AF:EWNOTES 
FROM CHITINA 

Ocorgc Shade has 
purchased the upper, not 
the lower Tonsina 
Roadhouse, as stated in a 
recent issue of this paper. 
~lr. Xafstcd stiJl 0\\11S and 
operates the latter, which is 
on the Chitina branch of 
the trail. 

The north end of the 
railroad tunnel at Chitina, 
which is hcing mnde into an 
open cut, caved in for a 
short distance. The train to 
Kennecott was delayed a 
day as a result. 

PERSONALS That the large blaze on horses at grazing. 
the ~luther Lode trail. rwo 

< •'c<•r,\e .~I.·•rll<Jt't'cr "'•''s.· 
M • n • miles from ~·(c( ~arthy, I hat 

up from St rclna this \Vcck. Thursday called out all 
lie reports that Strclna is a available men, was 
husy place just now, as the purposely set, is the 
vacation season is in full consensus of optnwn 
swing. around town. This opinion 

Little Eleanor Tjosc\ig is based on the manner in 
and Dick i c Laud c r. which it started. People 
accompanied hy their ridin·g by on the road 
mothers. spent TucsJay at observed no fire in that 
the Tjosevig cabin on the region. Returning a short 
~1other Lode trail. .Just while afterwards, the same 
ahovc the first tunnel the people said the blaze, which 
party saw a good sized could not have assumed 
sheep. The animal st.opped such proportions in so short 
several times in its ascent of a time unaiJcd. There arc 
the cliff and gave the car even rumors that someone 
and its occupants "the once was seen slinking through 
over" most indifferently. Ir the brush as different cars 
would have made an passed during the day. 

Aug. II 

"P<lTliOLE" 
PEIU'()~IS 

Last ~aturday e\'cning. 
the "boiling pothole" began 
its annual eruption which 
lasted 24 hours. Once a 
year. a laltc some 1.1 miles 
away sends our its newly 
thawed waters through a 
subterranean outlet with 
such force that it breaks 
through the glacier, 
sending torrents of water 20 
to 50 feet in the air, 
!\'\veiling the glacier stream 
west of town to unbelievable 
proportions. 

PERSONALS 
cxc.cllent target for gun or 
camera as it stood on the 
cliff, barely 100 feet above 

Immediately after the Sam Scltcnreich and 

the spectators. 

Bill Berry came in from 
Young Creek last Sunday. 
lie reports that fires arc 
general out that way; hut 
arc confined mostly to the 
moss, although 
considerable small timber 
has burned. Very few 
mosquitos have sunived, 
however. 

~,Irs. Eckstrom and 
children of Cord(wa arc 
visiting at the Iverson 
ranch. 

LoCAL TALENT 
Mrs . .J. P. Hubrick has 

been doing some very 
effective tinting of 
panoramic views taken by 
Capt.llubrick. Iler coloring 
reveals the artist's touch to 

a marked de~rcc and makes 
the pictures even more 
desirable as souvenirs of 
Alaska. 

AuA. 4 

FIRES BELIEVED 
OF INCENDIARY 

ORIGIN 

alarm was spread, every sons, lluddy and Fred. were 
available man in town and in from the ranch for a few 
all the men from the lower days this week. 
camp at the Green Butte 
were rushed out. About 
twenty five men worked 
until three o'clock Friday 
morning, and went out 
again at eight. With 
backfiring, they had it 
under concrol fairly well hy 
afternoon. 

This region is heavily 
timbered and a fire though 
it means not only the 
destruction ot' one of the 
attractive features of our 
prettiest drive, hut it means 
also a destruction of fuel. 
which is one of the primal 
needs of man. 

WHITE RIVER TRIP 
Miss Smith, of 

Latouche, Vannie Anderson, 
and Andy Ta}'lor returned 
on Friday from a three 
weeks' trip to the head of 
the White River. They 
report a most enjoyable 
trip, with fine weather 
except for two small 
showers. ~louse, caribou, 
and sheep, they report, \Verc 
seen in numbers; the moose 
on occasion joining their 

Xcw babies- eighteen 
of 'em- have arrived at the 
Iverson ranch within the 
last two weeks to gladden 
the hearts of two swine 
mothers. The youngsters 
arc w he hrough t up 
accordin~ to lloyle, so ~lr. 
Iverson says. 

Aug. lS 

GLACIER BURST 
IN A NEW PLACE 

After having done its 
annual stunt and apparently 
settled down for another 
year, the 11pot hole" broke 
out anew; this time, 
however, the water broke 
through the top of a nearby 
moraine and sent three 
immense streams rushing 
down the side of the 
moraine, with a deafening 
roar and carrying huge 
boulders along \\ith them. 

FIRES STILL RAGING 
Fires arc still raging on 

the ~luther Lode trail in 
spite of efforts to subdue 
them. 

Aug. 25 

Reprinted from the ~lcCarthy Weekly Xews, .July & Au~ust 192.1 issues. 



Wildflowers of the Wrangella-Part 2: "Summer Favorites" 
BY DEE FRADY 

I 
first came to Alaska in 
1972 and developed an 
immediate passion for 

backpacking. Terry and I hiked 
many, many miles of trails in 
the 70's and spent every 
possihle spare moment 
outdoors. I bought my first 
Alaslmn wildflower hook, tucked 
it in my pack along \Vith my 
camera and away \VC went. This 
was the start of my love affair 
\\-ith Alaska and her botanical 
delights! 

July and August herald a 
profusion of wildflowers in all 
colors. Most arc actually in full 
bloom in late June or early July 
as ours is a very short growing 
season. Jndecdt it seems that 
one day there is barely a green 
haze on the trees, then the next 
day the leaves arc already deep 
green and fully developed. 

Here we gu again-what do 
I include and what do I omit 
\\ith so many beautiful choices'~ 
I will pick a few of the most 
commonly seen varieties for 
\\ilc.lflowcr lovers, amateur 
hot~mists and summer \'isitors 
to our area. 

CHIMING BELLS/MOtTNTAIN 
BLUEBELLS( Panic..'Ulata 
mertcrt.~ilt) Borage Family 

These beauties bloom early 
in Jum! ~md into July. The 
dainty sky hluc to light hluc 
noJ<..ling hells nrc pinl< in huJ 
and turn hlue as they open. 
Many branched stems occur 
with hron<..I. dark green, hairy 
lem·es thm Utpcr to a long 

point. They grow 18-36" tall in 
the woods, meadows and ncar 
streams. Transplants easily. 
Lil{c Firewccd, Chiming Bells 
reclaim forests after a fire and 
soften the charred landscape 
\\ith color. Rclatec.l to the herbs 
comfrey and borage the flowers 

CHIMING BELLS 
(STRIKING PINK BUDS THAT 
TURNBLUEASTHEYOPENJ 

and leaves arc cdihlc, although 
not widely used as a food 
source. Medicinally, has hccn 
used for various lung complaints 
such as asthma (Lungwort). The 
nnme mertensia originates from 
Mertens, a German hotanist. 

Abundant on our property, 
these wildflowers arc 

spectacular in a natural setting 
growing among Wild Rosa. Did 
you guess? Another name is 
"Languic.l Lady" that refers to 
the drooping characteristic of 
the bells from gently arched 
stems. Truly one of my favorite 
·wildflowers! 

PRICKLY Vvll..D ROSA (Rosa 
aeicularis) Rose Family 

Another prolific and 
well-loved wildt1ower is the \Vilc.l 
Rosa. A woody shrub that has 
stems covered with small 
pricldcs and leaves usually 
occurring in groups of 3 to 7 
leaflets. The light pink to deep 
rose blossoms contain 5 
rounded petals, 2-J" across, 
with ycllmv centers. They grow 
in open woods, meadows and 
clearings in full sun to smnc 
shade. They can hybridize with 
Nootka Rose. Easy to 
transplant, less easily grown 
from seed. Can also root from 
stems. Rose hips or haws 
(orange to red seed pods) arc 
edible and a rich source of 
Vitamin Cas well as other 
vitamins and minerals (Three 
hips have more Vitamin C than 
an orange). During \Vorld War II 
rose hips were an important 
supplement due to blocked 
shipments of citrus to Europe. 
Note: Seeds in rose hips can 
cause intestinal irritation so to 
3\'oid problems remove the 
seeds before using. Versatile in 
usc, rose hips. petals and lca\'CS 
pn>\idc jellies, S}'TUp, wine, 
catsup and teas. The tea is a 
traditional usc for coughs nn<..l 



colds. ;-..rccdless to say, many 
recipes nhound. Since the hips 
persist 'm the hushes 
throughout the winter. they nrc 
~tlso nn important food source 
for grouse and other hin.ls. 
Fragrant rose petals arc in 
common usc in potpourri and as 
perfume bases. 

J have \Vild Rosa growing in 
my greenhouse. Years ago it 
sprouted up behind the raised 
hcds and J left it. They prm-idc a 
splash of very early color and 
blooms that l othcnvise would 
have to wait to sec. 

FIRE\V'EED/Vv1LLO\V 
IJERB(Epilobium an~ustij'olium) 
Evening Primrose Family 

Often growing in 
spectacular dense patches these 
aggressive plants spread from 
persistent underground stems. 
The tlowcrs arc an amazing, 
brilliant rose to magenta color. 
Occasionally, shell-pink or white 
hlooms arc found. There arc 
four petals and four sepals of a 
deeper shade that form a cross. 
The tlowcrs arc arranged in a 
terminal spike, in which the 
lower ones open first. \\ben the 
uppermost blossoms bloom it is 
s'tid soon uomes the end of 
summer. The tall, stout stems 
(which can reach several feet) 
ha\'c long, pointed, '"illuw-likc 
leaves, hence the old name 
\Villow Herb. At the end of the 
season, seed pods open and the 
plant becomes a mass of long, 
sill{cn hairs that fil1 the air \\ith 
white, fluffy parachutes. 
Fircwced likes disturbed soil, 
rcccn t clcHrings and burned 
arcns. It takes possession of 
burned areas, quickly covering 
the scars and regenerating the 
soil. Fircwccd is the territorial 
flower of the Yukon. The young, 
tender sprouts arc often cooked 
and eaten as greens. The 
Es]dmo name, Pahmcyuktuk, 

\\'tU:'\Ill·:t.l. Sr. Etl\S ~E\\s .JrLY & An:nrr 1 «J«Jh P.\< a·: 2.1 

describes the edih1c shoot. 
Fin..'wccd is prized as a source of 
honey. It is n clear honey thm 
has gnrnercd mnny :1wards for 
hecl\cepcrs. Also made into a 
jelly as well as tea concouted 
from the dried tlowcrs and 
leaves. Considered an excellent 

Drnwln~ hr Dec Frndy 

FIR EWE ED 
(RENEWS SOIL PAST FOREST 
FIRES) 

food in survival situations, this 
plant was a favorite food of 
French Canadian Voyageurs. 
Mudicinally, dried roots arc 
mixed with a grease to spread 
on infected sores. 

RIVER BE.AlTTY/D\VARF 
FIREVlEED (Epilobium 
latifolium) Evening Primrose 

Fmnily 

Along with Fircwccd these 
plants occur ahnost everywhere 
in Alnslta. The blossoms arc 
much the same with four petals 
and four sepals hut arc not on a 
spike and arc larger. They grow 
on n low, bushy, branched plant 
to 2 feet tall. The nom1ally 
magenta blooms rarely oucur in 
white or light pink. Preferred 
habitat includes well-drained 
stream hanks, grnvcl bars or 
scree slopes. River Beauty is 
striking and memorable to sec 
gnJ\\,ing ncar glaciers. The 
young shoots arc also edible as 
greens. 

These lovely flower 
blossoms press well as they arc 
larger in size and have a 
hcautiful color with prominent 
veins. 

TUNDRA ROSE/SHRUBBY 
CINOUEFOIL(Potentilla 
fruticosa) Rose family 

A much branched, woody 
shrub that grows 2 to 3 feet 
high. The reddish-brown stems 
have hark that sheds. The 
showy butter-yellow blossoms 
arc about 111 in diameter and 
contain 5 petals. The leaves 
hnve distinctive 5-partcd, hairy, 
narrow leaflets. These shrubs 
arc hardy and have many 
habitats. They grow in a wide 
variety of moist and dry soils at 
various elevations. Easy to 
transplant. Nome Esldmos 
reportedly used the leaves for 
tea. From Latin potcns, 
"powerful," referring to the 

astringent medicinal properties. 
Can he seen in greenhouses as 
they arc grown commercially as 
ornamental shrubs. 

YELLO\V DIU'AS(Dryas 
Drummoruli) Rose Family 

An evergreen sub-shrub that 
grows as a low, sprawling, 



mat-forming ground cover over 
large areas. The oval leaves 
appear leathery with wavy 
toothed edges that arc slightly 
rolled and hairy underneath. 
The yellow, solitary flowers only 
partially open and have a base 
covered with brown hairs. The 
seed heads arc twisted spirals 
which open to tan, feathery 
plumes resembling a dandelion 
or as known locally-
" Einstein's." A pioneer plant of 
flood plains, Yell ow Dryas grows 

on sandy river bars, gravel bars 
and other dry a rcas. Can he 
grown from seed, blooms in 3 or 
4 years. The bacteria that 
inhabit these roots arc the same 
that inhabit Alder roots. Add 
local Alder soil to inoculate 
potting soil. Scientific name 
honors the discoverer, 
Drummond, a Scottish botanical 
explorer in North America. 

Seen in profusion and 
readily identified \\ith our area, 

Yellow Dryas grows ncar the 
footbridge and alongside the 
Kcnnicott River. 

All of these plants grow 
around us on our property. In 
fact, you could hardly go 
anywhere in our area without 
seeing these particular 
wildflowers. They abound just 
about everywhere and also grow 
along the McCarthy Road, much 
to the traveler's pleasure. 'e 

Knowles signs measure regulating snowmobiles 
Governor SIIVS bill means money for trails, safety and edutllfion 
BY RICK KENYON 

I
fvou buv a new 
sno\\lmobilc this year, 
you may he required to 

pay a registration fcc before you 
take that new beauty home. 
House Bill 231 was si~ned into 
law on June 25, authorizing 
dealers to register snowmobiles 
at the point of sale. This is 
expected to increase the 
number of Alaska's estimated 

80,000 snowmobiles which arc 
registered. Currently only about 
14,000 arc registered. The fcc is 
$10. 

••The benefits arc 
significant," Gov. Knowles said. 
'•Alaska 's share of federal dollars 
through the National Trails 
Assistance Fund is based on the 
number of re~istercd machines. 

More registrations means more 
money for snowmobile trails." 

Unfortunately, Alaska is the 
only northern \\inter state that 
does not have an active 
motorized trails prn~ram. The 
State Division of Parks expects 
the point of sale registration 
system will make a start at 
changing that. 

Concealed Carry Permit class to be held at McCarthy 
BY RICK KENYON 

C
hief Joseph K. 
Michaud is 
scheduled to be in 

the McCarthy area on Julv 101h 

and ll 1
h to c~mduct firca;m 

classes. The classes arc a 
prerequisite for obtaining a 
permit to carry a concealed 
firearm in Alash.a. 

Michaud, who is chief of 
police in Valdez, said the 
classes consist of lecture, 
\iC\\ing of video, and qualifying 
on the range. Applicants must 
qualify with the type of firearm 

they desire to carry-revolver 
or autoloading pistol, and in 
the largest caliber to he 
carried. An applicant may 
qualify with both revolver and 
autoloader if desired. 

Alaska has reciprocal 
agreements with a number of 
other states, so a person with 
an Alaska Concealed Carry 
Permit (CCP) would be legal to 
carry in those states. Several 
Alaskan municipalities, such as 
Anchorage and Valdez, have 

ordinances forbidding a person 
to have a loaded firearm in 
their possession, such as in a 
vehicle. CCP holders arc 
exempt from these 
restrictions. 

Along \\ith a certificate of 
completion of the class, an 
applicant must also he 
fingerprinted and have a recent 
photo. The cost of the classes 
arc S75. For further 
information contact \Vrangcll 
St. Elias News at 554-4454. 
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Silver Lake fishing-bring your net! 
BY RICK KENYON 

W:
angcll St. Elias 

Ne\\:'S readers might 
hink that Bonnie 

and I would give up fishing after 
being skunked at Long Lake 
this past winter. Being true 
fisher-people, though, we could 
never give up. Change locations, 
change tactics, yes. Give up? 
Never. 

After several non-productive 
trips to Long Lake, we took the 
snowmachines over to Baltoff 
Lake, where we met with Fred 
and Irene Denner of Dan Creek 
for a pleasant day of fishing for 
the grayling that have made this 
lake well known in the 
McCarthy area. The day was 
pleasant, the folks were 
wonderful. but unfortunately we 
left Baltoff with the same 
number of fish we arrived 
with-zero. (Using the new ice
fishing tent, we did see a 
number of large grayling swim 
past our hole in the ice, totally 
oblivious to the enticing baits 
we were offering!) 

The days finally warmed up, 
the snow melted, and we parked 
the snowmachincs and got out 
the 4-whecler and 4x4 pickup 
truck. With a freezer totally 
devoid of fish, we were getting 
desperate. Talk of a trip to 
Anchorage and actualJy buying 
fish was heard! 

Then inspiration hit. How 
about a trip to Silver Lake? I am 
ashamed to admit it, but 
although Bonnie and I have 
lived here for over twenty years 
we had never sampled the 
fishing in this lake that is only 
SO miles from our cabin. We 
had often stopped to visit our 
good friends Gene and Edith 
Coppedge, who run the Silver 
Lake Campground, had actually 

seen the large rainbow trout 
under Gene's docl{ after icc-out 
in the spring, hut were 
always "too busy" to wet a 
line. \Ve were usually on our 
way to Anchorage or trying 
to get home and wanting to 
get the bumpy McCarthy 
Road behind usA.S.A.P. 

"Do you want a canoe, a 
rowboat, or a motor-boat?" 
said Gene when we arrived 
on his doorstep and stated 
our intentions. After failing 
in my attempt to secure 
Gene's sen-ices as a guide, 
we settled on an aluminum 
boat with a 9hp motor. "Go 
through the narrows, and 
fish the shallow water near 
shore. That's where they are 
this time of year," was his 
sage advice. 

\\lith lightweight spinning 
tackle and 6 pound line, we 
threw an assortment of spinners 
and small spoons to what turned 
out to he hungry rainbow trout. 
After several hours, and with 
smiles on our faces, we returned 
to the campground to show off 
the 14 trout on our stringer. 
"\Ve'll be baok,'' was all we 
could say. 

Not many days later, a trip 
to Glennallen to pick up a new 
fuel tank for our diesel 
generator provided a perfect 
opportunity to stop at Silver 
Lake and sec if the first time 
was just a fluke. We arrived at 
the lake around 8PM, and Gene 
checked over the boat for us. 
This time we picked up some of 
the "secret weapon" that we 
had been hearing about, called 
Power Bait. It looks sort of like 
Play Dough but smells like 
three-day-old fish. "Cover your 
hook with it, put a sinker 
several feet away and let the 

hool{ and bait t1oat just off the 
bottom," Gene told us. 

This time Edith told us 
about the latest hot-spot, where 
a 2 7 -inch lunker had been 
caught recently. Now those of 
you who know us know that 8PM 
is not far from our normal bed
time. But here we were, roaring 
off in a small boat, in pursuit of 
rainbow trout. Bonnie tried the 
Power Bait while I threw a small 
gold-colored spoon. It was after 
losing several real nice fish that 
Bonnie had brought to the boat 
and I lost when I grabbed the 
line and attempted to lift them 
out of the water, that we 
realized we had not planned our 
equipment list too well. No 
landing net. I remembered 
lifting large-mouth bass by the 
jaw, so tried that. "Ouch, these 
things have teeth!'' 

By the time our best fish, a 
21 inch beauty was ready to 
boat, I had figured out a way to 
lift them by the gills without 
unduly injuring my anatomy or 
that of the fish. But next time 
- a landing net will he close at 



hand. 
Silver Lnh:c Campground is 

located at MiJcpost 11 on the 
McCarthy Road. Campsites and 
parking arc available, and many 
travelers leave their motor 

homes there and come to 
.McCarthy in the Backcountry 
Connection van. Gene rents 
boats and canoes and has a 
small selection of tacluc 
(tailored to fishing at Silver 

Lake) for sale. 
Bottom line-come to 

Silver Lake, and bring your 
landing net! 

Beetle infestation continues to take toll 
Outbreak to continue ullfil bugs ldllniJII•fJrotected spruce in 111'8115 under """'" 

Editors note: 'W'hen 'Vi..''itors start the 60 mile dri:vejrom Chitina co lvlcCarthy, tltefirst thi~ they are 

~reeted with is dead spruce trees alo?W the road. It is not a 'VC1)' pretty s~ht. Fortunately, many of the 

irifected trees hn'De been lo~ed off, but in areas where a "buffer zone" ·was left between loMed areas and 

d1e road nearly eL'eJ:\' tree is now dead. 

The June issue of Resource RC\dew 1·an dte follO'wi~ update on dtc ~"'fl71.We bark beetle problem. 

tive spruce beetle 
nfcstations have 
eclincd by SO 

percent in both Southcentral 
and Southeast Alaska, according 
to an annual aerial insect and 
disease survey conducted hy the 
U.S. Forest Service and the 
State of Alaska's Division of 
Forestry. 

The infestation is beginning 
to drop off because many spruce 
stands arc now 80 to 90 percent 
dead and have little or no 
susceptible host material to 
support spruce beetle 
populations, according to Roger 
Burnside, State Forest 
Entomologist. Visually these 
stands have few recently-killed 
trees, arc gray in appearance 
and arc not mapped in the 
annual survey. 

Burnside estimates 2.3 
million acres arc in this 
condition as a result of the 
spruce beetle activity over the 
past seven years. Since 1994, up 
to 50 million trees have been 
killed each year on the Kenai 
Peninsula from the beetle. 

Hcmy mortality cxi~t~ in 
most sprul!l! stands in the lower 
Kenai Peninsu)n from BraJicy 

Lah;e ncar Kachcmak Bay 
northwest to Tustumcna Lake 
and south to East End Road 
ncar Homer, as well as the 
Copper River Valley. Although it 
may appear the spruce beetle 
has run its course in many areas 
because of the loss of 
susceptible host, areas remain 
where beetle populations could 
e~-pand into, including 
Anchorage. 

The Anchorage Bowl has 
seen increasing hectic activity 
since 1992 \\·ith more than 
100,000 acres from Potter 
Marsh to Palmer experiencing 
up to 90 percent spruce 
mortality. 

Burnside said because the 
Homer area c~-pcrienccd a 
tremendous beetle flight last 
year, more spruce trees will be 
showing red needles in 1998. 
The 1997 beetle flight in the 
Homer area may have been the 
largest single flight ever 
witnessed. 

The hcctlcs have decimated 
most of the spruce stands in the 
Copper River V~lllcy and many 
side drainngcs remain under 
attaclc Beetles have also been 
more nctivc in tlw Susitna River 

VaHey for several yl!ars, 
although the loss of spruce will 
not be as devastating due to the 
mix of hardwood. 

Burnside predicted beetle 
activity is not yet over, however, 
he docs not expect beetle 
populations this summer to 
reach the 1996 level of 1.13 
million acres infested. 

Michael Fastahcnd, a 
forestry program coordinator 
\\ith the Alaska Cooperative 
Extension, explained that 
recently mild \\inters and dry 
springs have created ideal 
conditions leading to the 
current outbreak. 

"C'nlcss we get a couple of 
wet springs and summers in a 
row, we \\ill probably sec this 
outbreak continue until the 
beetles kill all available 
nonprotccted large diameter 
spruce in areas under attack," 
Fastabcnd warned. 

Fastabcnd said that on a 
landscape level, the intensity 
and duration of the spruce 
hectic outbreak is 
unprecedented in scientific 
literature or known histori<.!al 
rel!ord. 
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HOMESTEAD SU'PPL'I 
Lumber, building materials and hardware delivered 

to the McCarthy area at Anchorage prices! 

Give us a call or come in and browse 
our new ACE Hardware store. 

1-800-4 78-3987 
or 

FAX 822-5209 

Mile 115.5 Richardson Highway (Box 49) Glennallen 

Copper ©lOa~ 
Get Out Into The Park 

Copper Oar Adventures invites you 
to explore the Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park on fully guided wilderness ftoats and 

hikes. Check out our full day float and 
flightsee, or our multi-day hike/float 

combos. 
Located on the west side of the 

Kennicott River. near the new footbridge. 
Walk-ins welcome. 

1-800-523-4453, or in McCarthy 554-4453 
howmoz@aol.com 

Howard Mozen Owner/Guide 
McCarthy Box MXY, Glennallen, AK 99588 

In the National Historic District 

Kennicott 

Cottage 
Reservations- Information 

907-345-7961 

email: kenncott@alaska.net 

www .alaska.net/-kenncott/kcc. htm 



Wrangell Mountain Air 
"'Ywm tfu. wo.J:d to tk. wtfrk~" 

• Glacier Flightseeing 
• Fly-in Wilderness Hiking 
• Daily Service from Chitina 
• Direct Service from 

Anchorage 
Glennallen 
Valdez 

• Van Service to Kennicott 

If you're planning a trip to the Wrangeii-St Elias 
Park & Preserve, give us a call. 

1-800-4 78-1 I 60 
Wrangell Mountain Air 
McCarthy, PO Box MXY 

Glennallen,AK 99588 

Historic Kennicott 
Bed and Breakfast 

Come experience the Wrangell St. 
Elias Park while staying in our 1918 
Kennicott Mine house. We are 
located on Silk Stocking Row in the 
OldTownofKennlcott. 

Your hosts Michael P. McCarthy and 
Laura Bunnell welcome you. 

Call or write for Information 

907-554-4469 
Historic Kennicott Bed and Breakfast 

McCarthy #4 Box MXY 
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 

e-mail kennicotbb@aol.com 

Con11enlenl /ocallon I, open yeat atountll 
You can drive and park near our comfortable, 

private cabins located on the McCarthy Road Y2 
mile from the Kennicott River-no need to carry your 
luggage over the river. 

We serve a hot breakfast and offer custom tours and 
plentyofinformationon the local area. 

Our rates run from $50 (room for one person), to $125 
(cabinfortwowithprivatebath). Otherroomsandcabine 
also available. 

McCartl1\1 Trail Ribes 13&13 ~·· 
John Adams ft 

(907) 554-4433 PO Box MXY 
Glennallen, AK 99588 
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COPPER 
VALLEY 

Cellular 

We at Copper Valley Cellular wish t;o 

welcome all visit:ors and seasonal 
residents t;o the 

McCarthy/Kennicott; area. 

Most; visit;ors can use their cellular 
phones throughout; our service area in 

McCarthy, the Copper River Valley, Valdez and 
Prince William Sound. 

Copper Valley Cellular-providing 
communications from the wilderness to 

the world! 

{jttti;g find? 

Sf9 attlu: Caribo~t :JiottL! 

Tftt coJ/ttjof'.r aLwtryJ ox! 

Warm atmosphere- Hot Tubs- Satellite TV 
Full Menu Restaurant 

Mile 187 Glenn Hwy 822-3302 Glennallen, AK 



Science Corner 
llvalaacltes, landslides, good lor some 
BY NED ROZELL 

W:
>rking in a steep valley once in Kenai 

Fjords National Park, I used an old 
avalanche chute for a daily commute. 

\Vith all the trees sheared hy a slide the winter 
before, the chute pro\idcd some of the best 
walking in the valley. Unfortunately, black hears 
came to the same conclusion. After I bumped into 
two in nne day, I chose a more difficult path 
through the woods. 

The hears' apparent preference for a country 
cleared by avalanche supports an idea becoming 
popular with habitat researchers-landslides and 
avalanches arcn 't such had things. 

Gordon Reeves and Kelly Burnett, fish 
biologists with the Pacific Northwest Research 
Station in Portland, Oregon, have studied the 
effects of landslides on streams and fish. Though 
landslides turn a creek brown and dog it with 
other debris, such ~~s large trees and rocks, what 
remains after a natural landslide may be 
beneficial to fish in the long run. Logs prmidc 
shelter and feeding holes for fish, and rocks malw 
good spawning areas. Burnett says a natural 
landslide, unlike one caused by logging, is part of 
nature!s cycle, a pulse of rapid change to a stream 
system that keeps habitat varied and healthy. 

Manmade landslides that occur after logging 
don't include enough hig trees and occur too 
frequently to do fish cmy good, Burnett said. 

At least JO people in Alaska have died this 
year due to avalanches, a constant hazard of 
mountain travel. In areas where the snow retreats, 
avalanche chutes often look like claw marks on 
the side of a mountain, the reminder of the 
incredible force stored on steep slopes. 

Though deadly if a person or animal happens 
to be in the chute at the wrong time, avalanches 
nlso seem to attrnet quite a hit of wildlife. 
\Volvcrincs frequently were found ncar avalanche 
chutes in British Columbia by researchers taking 
part in the Columbia Basin Fish and \Vildlife 
Compensation Program. \Vhcn biologists .John 
Krchs and Dave l...c\\iS followed 41 radio-collared 
wolverines, they found the animals patrolling 
fresh avalanche t racl\s more ott en th~m not. The 
wolverines were rewarded with plenty of food in 
the form of dead :tnimals caught in the 
a\·almlChes. The rcsc~1rchcrs nlso tracl\cd female 

wolverines to their midwinter birthing dens. They 
found elaborate networks of tunnels at the 
bottom of avalanche paths, amid jumbles of 
boulders and logs. 

University of British Columbia researcher 
Roger Ramcharita followed radio-tagged grizzly 
hears' spring wanderings in the Columbia 
Mountains. While avalanche tracl\s ntade up only 
10 percent of Ramcharita's study area, bears 
spent 40 percent of their time there eating 
avalanche-lily roots and other early-hlooming 
plants. 

Another biologist, Rick Mace of the Montana 
Department of Fish and \Vildlifc, came to a 
similar conclusion. \Vhilc avalanche tracks 
comprised just five percent of his study area, 
grizzlies spent 60 percent of their time there. 
Mace found that the hears were attracted to the 
chutes not just for food; females went to the same 
areas year after year to breed. The sows simply 
hung out until the males showed up. 

Avalanche chutes and landslide tracks arc now 
viewed \\lith such importance that the British 
Columbia Ministry of Forests has created buffer 
zones around them to prevent logging or other 
manmade disturbances that could interfere \\ith 
animals' foraging and mating in the open areas. 
Long seen as only tcrrit)ing and destructive, 
landslides and avalanches arc now seen as 
essential. 

Thi..<.t column i..t; Jn·ot.'idcd a.t; a public sen..'ice by the 
Gcoph)'Sical Institute, University o.f ,\la.c.;ka Fairbanks, in 
cooperation i2.'ilh chc UAF research community. Ned 
UozcU i..t; a scU..~u..·e ~L'T at the institute. 

lienuieott-.MeCarthy 
w-dderness Guides 

711 tile lletJrt of tile 
Wrl111~11 MOIII!ttJil18. 

Chris Richards 
Box#l, Kennicott via Glennallen, Ak 99588 

(907) 554-4444 
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Picture -Journeys in Alaska's Wrangell-St. Elias 
Americalls Largest National Park 

By George Herben 
ISBN 0-88240-490-3, 128 pages 
$24.95 Softbound, $35.95 Hardbound 

"Much more than a book of beautiful outdoor 
photographs, this is a personal account of one talented 
man's 40-year love affair with a place."- The Oregonian 

''The photos offer breathtaking views ... Most of the scenes 
are shot from the air. .. on flights that were adventures in 
themselves."- Wisconsin Bookwatch 

"Herben embodies a rare combination: a decent 
photographer who can write well."- Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner 

Ask for it at your favorite bookstore or call 
1-800-452-3032 to place your order. 

Published by Alaska Northwest Books ™ 203 W. 15th Avenue, #1 08, Anchorage, AK 99501 

BORN IN KENNEC01T 
Memories of a Kennecott Kid 

Sissy Lommel Kluh 

Available at Gift 
Shops) Bookstores) 

Lodges & Museums 
throughout Alaska or 
order from Top Sheff 

Publishing at PO 
Box 11008) 
Olympia) WA 

98508~ 1008 for 
$14.95 add $2.50 
shipping & handling. 



McCarthy 1::1 Ke1l1lll1Uicoff 
To-mrs & Transportation ST. tLIA$ AL PINt q/1/Dt$ 

Schstluled Van Service & Oay Tripi 
P.O. Box 243 Glennallen, Ak 99588 
Phone or FAX (907) 822-5292 

Full range of guided trips available 
Phone (907) 277-6867 

Bob Jacobs, Owner, Certified Alpine Guide 

Chevron II' Service Oil & Gas 

RESIDENTIAL e COMMERCIAL 
• He~ting oil 
e Gasoline and Diesel Fuel 
e AvGas and Jet Fuel 
e Chevron Lube Oils and Greases 

e Fuel Tanks and Accessories 

Service sometimes 
means going more than 

the extra mile. 
nwe appreciate all our 

BUSH CUSTOMERS" 

For the First Name In Service, Call 
SERVICE OIL & GAS 

Chevran Chevron ·----
PHONE:822-33 7 5 
Mile 188.5 Glenn Highway 
Box 276 
Glennallen, AK 99588 

Kenny Lake Mercantile 
RV Park-Water & Sewer Dump for Campers-Hotel 

Lauru:lry aru:l Showers - Cafe 

Propane-Hardware~Gas-GroceryaAuto Parts-Feed 



Attn: Letters to the Editor 
The Alaska Land Managers 

Forum (AL.MF) is a partnership 
of federal, state, and Native land 
managers formed in 1996 to 
address issues that cross 
ownership boundaries. The 
focus of the statewide Forum is 
on discussion among private 
land owners, public land 
managers, members of the 
public, and other stakeholders 
regarding tourism and other 
land management issues. 

The Forum recognizes the 
unique challenges and 
opportunities faced by the 
residents of the Copper River 
Valley regarding the future of 
recreation and tourism 
development, and has therefore 
created the Copper River I 
\Vrangells Tourism \Vork Group. 
This subcommittee of ALMF 
interests has met occasionally 
over the past year, to develop a 
better understanding of what is 
happening in the region, and to 
explore ways to assist Copper 
Valley residents and other 
Alaskans in preparing for and 
participating in future 
tourism-related development. 

As a first step, the \Vorking 
Group recently edited and 
released the Copper River I 
Wrangclls Tourism Planning 
and Development Inventory. 
This inventory describes, in 
brief outline form, some 50 
completed, ongoing, and future 
visitor-related development and 
planning projects in the region, 
including who to contact for 
more information about these 
plans and projects. It is our 
hope chat this document will he 
a valuable resource to anyone 
interested in the future of 
tourism in the Copper River 
Valley. 

The group also agrees on 
the importance of hoiding a 
community meetin~, or series of 
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meetings, in the Copper Valley, 
to facilitate discussion among 
local residents, public land 
managers, private landmvncrs. 
and other stakeholders, about. 
the future of recreation and 
tourism and how to foster 
appropriate development 
consistent with local and 
regional needs and values. \Ve 
arc going to hold these 
meetings next fall. 

Please note that this is not 
another planning effort, nor are 
we charged by the Forum v-.ith 
developing land usc policy. We 
are merely hoping that, by 
serving as a clearinghouse of 
information and a facilitator of 
dialogue, we can help provide an 
opportunity for discussion 
regarding the future of tourism 
and recreation development in 
the region. Entities as diverse 
as Ahtna Corporation, Copper 
Valley Economic Development 
Council, Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public 
Facilities, National Park Service, 
Alaska Visitors Association, 
Alaska Center for the 
En\ironment, and the McCarthy 
Area Council, have been actively 
involved in our meetings. 

If you want more 
information about the Alaska 
Land Managers Forum, the 
Copper River I \Vrangells 
Tourism \Vork Group, the 
Inventory, or have thoughts or 
concerns you would like to 
share with us, please do not 
hesitate to contact any one of 
us. 
[signed] 
Donna Tollman, Executive 
Director 
Copper Valley Economic 
Development Council 
Tom Brigham, Director, Division 
of Statewide Planning 
Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public 
Facilities 

Jon Janis, Superintendent, 
\Vrangcll - St. Elias National 
Park and Preserve 

LEITER TO THE EDITOR: 
Sourdough Ridge 
Dear Editor, 

The Copper Valley Cellular 
extender site at Sourdough 
Ridge is still not operating. 
Over the past few months, our 
company has repeatedly told the 
CVC and CVTC management, 
that we (New Horizons 
Telecom) will reestablish 
operation of the Sourdough and 
Lake Louise Extender sites, one 
more time, provided that 
Copper Valley Cellular produces 
an employee that is competent 
to maintain engine-generator 
equipment. There is no sense 
wasting any more money on 
equipment if eve I CVTC 
refuses to learn how to maintain 
it. They have enough 
engine-generator sets in their 
inventory to easily justify an 
engine-generator 
mechanic-somebody who 
actually wants to make their 
system work well. 

Our pleas for board of 
director intervention have not 
been answered. None of the 
parties, Copper Valley Cellular, 
Copper Valley Telephone, their 
respective management or 
hoards have answered our 
letters and they seem to be 
doing none of the relatively 
simple things that would solve 
their problem. 

CVC owes NHTI over $1.3 
million in unpaid bills and 
claims. I can only assume that 
the mana~cment of eve, and 
especially the management of 
CVTC, is individually paralyzed 
by the fear of eventual 
disclosure of their own personal 
errors and omissions. Their 
jobs are safe only as long as our 
litigation pro~rcsses. 



Rcsolurion would prohnhly 
result in chdr cmploymcnt 
termination. 

In the material uncovered 
hy our attorneys, we have 
discovered that the eve and 
CVTC management was telling 
their hoards that cverything was 
.. rosy," when they knew very 
well that it was not. \Ve have 
recommended to each hoard 

thnt they hire an intlependcnt 
m~magcmcnt consultunt to 
investigate the actions and 
inaction of CVC and CVTC 
management. I am confident 
that would result in discoveries 
and revelations that would solve 
this difficulty, once and for all. 

1\c.:w Horizons stands ready 
to finish the job at Sourtlough 

when CVC and CVTC arc finally 
ready to stop playing games. If 
c...·vc and CVTC arc true to past 
form, they will delay response 
until the onset of winter, and 
then get all excited about 
taking us up on our offer. 

Sincerely, 
John S. Lee, P .E. 
CEO 

Put; yourself 
in t;hia pict;ure! 

194-8 Cessna 170 "rag-wing" 
1375 hours total time since ne\v 
800 engine hours since major 
Extensive restoration in 1990 
Ncar original (has Cleveland 
wheels and bral<cs) 

$25,000 firm 
contact: 
Rick Kenyon 
6oxMXY 
Glennallen, AK 99588 
(907) 554-4454 



Sde«Jed~Sewtee~~ ~ ~ 
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Now you can leave Anchorage at 8:30 on Wednesday 
or Friday morning and arrive in Gulkana at 9:45J 
McCarthy at 11:00. Or, you can leave McCarthy at 
11:15 and be back in Anchorage by 2:00pm the same 
day! (Leaves Gu/kana at 12:45) 
This service is year around. 

Rates: 
Gulkana/McCarthy 
McCarthy/Gulkana 
Gulkana!MayCreek 
May Creek/Gulkana 
Anchorage/Gulkana 
Gulkanal Anchorage 

$56* 
$56* 
$60 
$60 

$105* 
$105* 

• Ask about special round-trip rates 
Baggage allowance 40 lbs. 
(charge for excess baggage) 
Rates do no include tu @ 10% 
~ ~ 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEPARTURES, ARRIVALS, CONNECTIONS. 
Ellis Air will not be responsible for damages resulting from the failure of 

flights to depart or arrive at times stated in this timetable, nor for errors 
herein, nor for failure to make connections to other airlines or of this 
company. Schedules are subject to change without notice. Schedules 
shown are based on expected flying times. Because weather and other 
factors may affect operating conditions, departures and arrivals cannot be 
guaranteed. 

~~7ewt, ?~-
Phone 822-3368 
800·4 78-3368 

Gulkana Airfield Box 106, Glennallen, AK 99588 

Copper River Cash Store 
We handle BUSH ORDERS 

with SPECIAL CAREl 
PO Box E 

Copper Center, AK 995 7 3 

We take VISA 
Master Charge 
Alaska Option 
FAX 822-3443 

Everyday 
LOW PRICED ITEMS.· 

Drive a little & SAVE $$$$ 

Stop by and Check 
for the Weekly 

IN-STORE SPECIALS 

COpper River Cosh store 

Downtown Copper Center 822-3266 
Store Hours 9 om to 7 pm~ Monday - Saturday 



BY CARLY KRITCHEN 

T
he salmon that start 
running up the 
Copper River every 

spring arc getting to be some of 
the most popular fish sold in 
the U.S. Some restaurants in 
the Seattle area send 
representatives up to Cordova 
to hand carry fish hack south so 
that they can be the first to 
scn'c it to diners! Both the 
Copper River red and king 
salmon arc highly prized 
because of their high oil 
content, and also their color 
an~ texture. It's also the first 
run to be harvested after a long, 
cold winter \\ith no fresh 
salmon! 

I think that the best way to 
serve fresh salmon is just to 

simply brush it \\ith butter and 
barbecue it ewer hot coals for 
about 10 to 12 minutes on each 
side. Test the salmon for 
doneness by poking the layers 
\\;th a fork-they should flake 
off easily and the fish should 
appear barely opaque. [f you 
can't barbecue, you can also 
hake fillets in a 400 degree oven 
for about 12 to 15 minutes, 
brushing with melted butter 
every few minutes. 

If you prefer to serve your 
fish with a riwre elaborate 
preparation, here arc a few good 
recipes that won't overpower the 
delicious flavor. of the fish. 

Th~o.; i,-; a ~oo(l recipe fm· 
~rillin~ salmon-ser·oe with hot 
cooked rice. 

Barbecue Oriental Salmon 

1-2 '.12 Jh. salmon fillet 
1/-t cup orange juice 
ll..J cup soy sauce 
2 tablespoons l\etchup 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh 
parsley 

2 tablespoons salad oil 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1/2 teaspoon oregano 
1h teaspoon ground pepper 
1 clove garlic, minced 

Place fish fillet in a shallow 
pan. Combine the rest of the 
ingredients, mix well, and pour 
over fish. Marinate for 
approximately 30 minutes, 
turning the fillet once or twice. 
Grill over hot coals for about 10 
minutes on each side, basting 
with the excess marinade until 
done. 

Here's another si1nple sauce 
to baste salmon with. 

Salmon Barbecue Sauce 

1 stiel{ butter 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
11-1 cup soy sauce 
2 tablespoons American-style 

mustard 
1 tablespoon \Vorccstcrshirc 

sauce 
2 teaspoons ketchup 

Combine all the ingredients 
in a sauce pan and simmer over 
low heat until the butter is 
melted, and all the other 
ingredients arc well blended, 
about 15 minutes. Brush over 
salmon \Vhilc cooking. 

This is a more substantial 
barbecue ·"auce. If it is too thick 
after cookin~, add a little 1nore 
water so it is thin eno~h to use. 

Sesame Chili Sauce for 
Salmon 

11.'\ cup sweet nnd sour sauce 
J tablespoons ketchup 
2 tablespoons soy sauce 
2 tablespoons honey 
2 tnhlcspoons W:lter 

1 1/.2 teaspoons sesame seed 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 tcaspoongrated ginger root 
1/4 teaspoon Chinese five·spicc 

(optional) 
2-J dashes hot pepper sauce 

Comhinc all ingredients in a 
small sauce pan, and cook over 
medium heat until bubbly, 
stirring frequently. Reduce 
heat, cover, and simmer for 
another 5 minutes. Baste 
salmon frequently while grilling. 

I love l~ft-over cooked cold 
salmon! Here are r:wo redpes to 
·use on coldfi..-;h-either lejt-o'Ver 
or simply poached and chilled. 

Lemon-dill Dressing 

.V4 cup mayonnaise 
J tablespoons buttermilk 
2 tablespoons snipped fresh dill 
1 tablespoon snipped fresh 

chives 
1 teaspoon shredded lemon peel 

Comhine all ingredients and 
chill for at least one hour. 
(Flavor will improve if chilled 
longer.) 

Sour Cream Sauce 
1/.2 cup sour cream 
1/.2 cup mayonnaise or plain 

yogurt 
1 1.1:! teaspoons Dijon mustard 
1 V.2 minced fresh chives 
1 1/.2 minced fresh dill 
Squeeze fresh lemon juice. 

Salt and pllpper to taste 

Combine all ingredients and 
chill for at least one hour. 

Notice-back Issues of WRANGELL 
ST. ELIAS NEWS are a~ailable for 
~2.SO each postage paid. Write: 
WRANGELL ST. ELIAS NEWS 
Box MXY 
Glennallen, AK 99S88 
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A LQQK AT THE WEATHER 
Bv GEORGE CEBULA Sil·t,cr Lake was rid of it.~ snow 

A
s in the past, April saw IJy the lH'haJicr starti'IM April 
the end of a long with 10 inches. 
:winter and the last of The temperatures stayed 

the snow cover disappear. rather cool the first half of May 
April '9H was about average \\ith highs in the SO's and lows 

compared to the rather warm ncar JO. It finally broke 70 on 
winter of '97·9R The high the 24rl\\.ith the high for the 
temperature for the month was month of 79 on the 29'11 (75 on 
55 on the 24'11 and 30'11 (60 on May 20, '97 and 75 on ~fay 30, 
Apr. 25, •97 and 56 on Apr. 17, '96). The low temperature was 
'96). The low was 14 on the 1st 17 on the 12'11 (20 on May 2, '97 
and 9'h (6 on Apr. IH, '97 and and 21 on ~·fay 9, '96). The May 
·17 on Apr. J, '96). The average average temperature was 45.6. 
temperature for April was 36.7 This con1parcs with 45.8 in '97 
compared to J4. 7 in '97 and and 44.5 in '96. Silvc1· Lake had 
32.2 in '96. a h~h of 78 on tire J0'1' (78 on 

Sil<t•er Lake had a.l~h of 56 Afay 22, '97 and 7-1 on lvla.)' Jl, 
on 2S'h(59 on Apr. 26, '97 and '96), a lou: of21 on the 12'h (21 
57 on Apr. 18, '96) and a low of on Alay 2, '97 and 2J on J\-lay 9, 
9 on the 1st (2 on Apr 2, '97 '96) and an aver~e temperature 
cmd ·17 on Apr. J, '96). The of -14.8 ( 46.3 in '97 and 45.2 in 
April avcr£llle temperature at '96) · 
Silver Lake was 34.8(33.5 in '97 The May precipitation at 
and 29.4 in '96). McCarthy was a little below 

The precipitation for April normal with 0. 73 inches of 
was about normal with 0.21 liquid. This compares ~ith 1.07 
inches of liquid (0.34 in '97 and inches in '97 and 0.66 inches in 
0.01 in '96). Snow was observed '96. The ground was clear of 
on 2 days \\ith a total of 0.1 snow on the I st. Silver Lake 
inches. This compares \\ith 2.6 recorded 1.10 incites of liquid 
inches of snow in '97. Silver (0.39 incites in '97 and O.J2 
Lake had cmly a trcwe of luruid inc/res in '96). A trace of :o,"7W'W 

(O.OH in '97 and trace in '96) was observed at Sil'Vcr Lake on 
and only a trace of snow. dle 4th. 

McCarthy started the 
month \\ith 21 inches of snow 
on the ground and this was 
reduced to 1 inch by the 30th. 

Mid April saw the end of the 
icc crossing on the West Fork of 
the Kcnnicott River as the icc 
hcAan to hreal{ apart and water 

wns moving over the top. The 
river was clear of mO\ing icc hy 
May 25'11and all the shore icc 
was 
gone by the 15th. Tile ice on 
Silver Lake was too soft for 
travel 
in late April and it was 
completely J!one tile mo111.iJ¥! of 
1\1ay 9'h. 

The first week of J unc was 
hot with scattered rain and the 
highs in the 70's. The lows were 
occasionally dipping hclow 
frcczin~ and a low of 27 was 
recorded on the 1M. Summer 
should he in full ~·wing hy late 
June. June and July arc the 
warmest months with the highs 
usually in the low 80s. The 
temperature bcAins tn cool in 
August with highs only getting 
into the low 70s. The all·time 
high recorded at McCarthy was 
H7 on June 21, 1991. Freezing 
temperatures should be back by 
the end of August, although 
they can he obscn•cd at any 
time. Average monthly rainfall 
is ahout 2 inches (Junl!·August). 
HidJen Lake should empty 
around the last week of July, 
with a rapid rise of the water 
level in the Kcnnicott River and 
some possible Hooding. The first 
snow should he sometime in 
late September. 

ENJOY THE SUMMER 
\VHATEVER THE WEATHER! 

Wrangell St. Ellas News 
6 issues delivered to your home for only $10 

c;all (907) 554-4454 or eend c;hec;k to: 
Wrangell St. Elias Newe 

6oxMXY 
Glennallen, AK 99588 



FOR YOUR CON§IDERA TION 
INHALANTS fRY BRAINS AND KILL 

BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI 

May 22. 1998 

I was in Bethel n.!cc.mtly 
when a grandfather ~1skcd mt!, 
"C~m you help my grandson to 
make him stop sniffing 
gasolint!T' 

The question caught mt! off 
guard, and I'll admit that I 
didn't have a very good answer 
at the time. I have since given 
some thought to that 
grandfather's question and 
wanted to share the response I 
\\ish I had given. 

~~lost Alaskans already arc 
aware that drug usc is a serious 
problem in our country. The 
statistics arc clear: 

• According to the 
Partnership for a 
Drug-Free America, 
overall drug usc among 
12- to 17-ycar-olds has 
jumped 78 percent 
since 1992. 

• Experimentation with 
marijuana hy sL~th 
graders is up 71 percent 
since 1992. 

• Some 23.5 percent of 
12-ycar-olds in 1997 
said they know of a hard 
drug user within their 
age group - up 122 
pcn.:cnt since 1996. 

• And estimates arc.~ that 
more than 13 million 
Americans arc huying 
i1lidt drugs every ycclf, 
spending a whopping 
$57 hillion. 

Yet these stcttisties may 
seem fon.:ign to many Alnsh.ans. 

Many of us think of drugs as a 
prohlcm in some inner city 
ncighhorhood, not in the 
,;llagcs of rural Alaska. We 
think of drugs as crack or 
heroin- not paint thinner or 
aerosol spray cans. Yet these 
more uommon items allow kids 
in our own neighborhoods to 
get high and result in declined 
school performance, serious 
medical injury-even death. 

The question from a 
concerned grandfather made a 
deep impression on me. He was 
looking to government for the 
answers. \\'bile government can 
help, we must all take 
responsibility to mobilize and 
support parents, faith-hascd 
groups and community leaders, 
teachers, law enforcement 
officers, small business 0\\1ICrs 
-everyone-in an all-out effort 
to protect our children from the 
dangers of drug usc. 

Alaska especially stands to 
hcncfit from an improvement in 
the spiritual and economic lives 
of our young in order to stop 
the demand for drugs. 

Government can and should 
work to help prmidc effective 
etiucation anti treatment 
programs anti to stop the tlow of 
drugs into our communities. 
But we all have a responsibility 
to instill hope and ambition in 
our children to diminish the 
lure of drugs as a way of 
deadening the pain of boredom, 
eultuml shock or economic 
hopelessness. As <1 beginning, I 
suggest thnt c:tch fnmily in 

Alasl<a: 

• Pray together once a 
day. 

• Eat a meal together 
daily. The appeal of 
drugs can he supplanted 
hy communication and 
sharing during a family 
gathering at the kitchen 
tahlc. 

• Encourage children to 
become involved in 
sports, whether 
basketball or traditional 
Native sports. 

• Encoura~c elders and 
parents to spend time 
teaching children 
Native languages, 
traditions, hunting and 
fishing methods as well 
as carvin~, haskct 
making, and other 
Native arts. 

• Finally, we should all 
help youn~ people 
obtain part-time jobs; 
from paid positions at 
the village store to worl< 
at the family 
fish/hunting catpp. 
Such positions pr<)\idc 
self-worth and result in 
the pride of a joh 
well-done. 

Government is only one 
partner in the efforts to halt 
dru~ ahusc. \Vc must all pitch in 
anJ take a real interest in 
imprming the li\'cs of our 
children so they can resist the 
pressures that lead to drug usc. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
0Aden,Utah -May27, 1998 

Dear Bonnie & Rick, 
In 1916 Steven Birch the 

founder and president of 
Kennecott Copper engaged a 
well known consulting mining 
engineer from Salt Lake City to 
examine and value the Alaska 
properties. His advice was to 
initiate a modest dividend rate 
and use the balance of earnings 
to invest in large low grade 
copper properties. There was 
uncertainty in the length of life 
of the Kennecott properties. 

The result was the profits 
from the sale of some of the 
high grade nrc from the 
Bonanza, Jumbo, Mother Lode, 
and Erie mines at Kennecott 
were invested in Utah Copper 
Co. at Bingham Canyon, Utah. 

By the time I was born in 
1924, Steven Birch had 
acquired 7 6 percent of Utah 
Copper Company, which is stUl 
goinA strong after 92 years. 

Kennecott also acquired 
copper mines in New Mexico, 
Nevada, Arizona, and South 
America. 

I called Ketchikan, Alaska 
yesterday, also the Alaska 
Marine Highway System, · 
concerning the new ferry 
KENNICO'M'. I learned very 
Uttle-it may be a month or 
two before it will go into 
scheduled service. 

Elese and I deeply regret 
being unable to attend the 
Third Quadrennial Kcnnicott 
Kids Reunion. 

Kudos and Best wishes. to 
both of you. 

Sincerely, 

Jim McGavock 

18 May 1998 

Dear Kenyon's: 

I am pleased to enclose my 
check for a renewal of my 
subscription to your very 
interesting publication, 
"Wrangell St. Elias News." Keep 
up the good work in reporting 
the news from a most 
interesting part of our country. 
Since I am a railroad buff 
regarding the CR&NW RR I am 
most interested in your OUR 
TOWN about events on that 
railroad. My research and 
writing my book, "Iron Ralls to 
Alaskan Copper," uncovered 
many interesting facts about 
the railroad~ but I'm always 
looking for more. 

The article by Kenny Smith 
about his father, Merle, brought 
back my own experiences with 
the famous, "Mudhole." I 
arrived in Cordova during the 
winter of 1950 io meet 
"Smitty," and to plan the field 
surveying and aerial photo· 
graphy for the mapping of the 
Copper River from the delta to 
Chitina. My company, "Aero . 
Service Corporation,'' had been 
awarded a contract for the 
mapping by the Alaska Road 
Commission. We planned to usc 
a local aircraft for the aerial · 
photography, and Smittyhad 
been highly recommended. 

Smitty met mc·at the 
airport on a very cold D.ecen:tber 
day. His friendly gre~ttnA was . 
followed by his confident, "of 
course ·we can help·you, '' were 
all I needed to be assured that 
his knowledge anq O"J)etlonce 
would help to get us through a 
most difficult job. Since I had 
never seen th~ Copper River, 
Smitty agreed to fly me over the 

route to he mapped. The trip 
was one of the most harrowing 
in my experience. Smitty 
insisted on flying almost at deck 
level over the river. The oonyon 
was a real ''wind tunnel," ~nd 
the turbulence was alniost .. motc 
than my poor stomach could 
stand. I recorded that trip in my 
book. We landed in Chitina 
where Smitty introduced J11.~ to 
O.A. Smith. "O.A. can be <)f 
great help to your surveyors," he 
said, "and furthermore he's a 
real character that everyone 
who comes to this area should 
meet." He was right. O.A. was a 
great help to us and in addition 
all the gang came back to 
Philadelphia with some great 
stories told to thexn by O.A .• 

, Later we chartered a plane 
from Smitty, sent an experienc
ed aerial photographer and 
camera, and successfully 
obtained goQd~photqgrap~, t;>f 
the Copper River. I spent two 
summers along the river, and 
except for the mosquitoes, I 
enjoyed the beauty and 
.challenge ofworking along the 
river. It was here that I resolved 
to· some day get more informat· 
ion on the bUilding of the 
:railroad by E~C. Hawkins. 

Merle was of great help to 
us, and over the years, I m~de a 
number of·trlps to Cordova to 
visit him. I ·am s<lrry to nuike 
this .tJ.pte to ypu so involved, _but 
.Jienny'11 article brought some 
very. fond ·memories . ._ 

I'll hopc.to·get back to 
McCarthy ~ome day. Smitty flew 
me over the area on that very 
cold Dcceniber day in 1950. 

Best Wishes, 
AOQuinn 

(continued on page 33) 
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